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Saturday, May 19, 1956 


Steel Contract Talks Open 
On Layoff Pay, Wage Hilce 


Delegates 
Vote Rieve 
ToNewPost 


By Eugene A. Kelley 


More than 1,300 delegates to the 
ninth biennial convention of the 
Textile Workers in Washington 
yoted amendment of the union’s 
constitution and created the post of 
executive council chairman for 
Emil Rieve, TWUA’s first and only 
president since it was formed in 
1939. 

William Pollock, executive vice 
president since 1953, was elected 
president without opposition to suc- 
ceed Rieve. 

There was no dissent to the 
amendment establishing the new 
$15,000 a year post for Rieve who 
asked to be relieved of the day-to- 
day responsibility of union office 
because of his health. 

John Chupka was re-elected as 
general secretary-treasurer. 


Reviews Leadership 

In his keynote address to the 
convention in the Sheraton Park 
hotel Rieve recalled the years of 
his leadership. The average hourly 
earnings in the textile industry 
when TWUA was formed, he said, 
were about 47 cents an hour. To- 
day, with application of recent 
wage boosts they are $1.41 “in- 
cluding the unorganized, low-wage 
mills in the backwaters of the 
South.” 

Since the last convention, Rieve 
continued, TWUA has won 186 
elections involving over 25,000 
workers but the gain has been off- 
set by mill closings in the North. 
He stressed the “disagreeable” facts 
of organizing thus: 

“Under the state and federal 
laws as they now stand, and un- 
(Continued on Page 12) 


A HISTORIC MOMENT AT 


THE ILGWU convention oc- 


curred when Jacob S. Potofsky, president of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers, was greeted by ILGWU Pres. David Dubinsky 
as he arrived to address the convention. 
22 years that an ACWA leader addressed an ILGWU convention, 
a direct result of the AFL-CIO merger. 


Garment Union Maps 
New Organizing Drive 


By Saul Miller 


Atlantic City, N. J.—The 56-year-old Intl. Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union will give top priority during the next three years to 
bringing trade unionism as a way of life to the new areas in the 
nation where the industry has taken root. 

At its 29th convention here, the 1,100 delegates gave the go- 


It was the first time in 


A NEW MILESTONE in the history of the Textile Workers Union 
came near the end of the ninth biennial convention when Emil 
Rieve (right), TWUA’s president since its founding passed the gavel 
to his successor, William Pollock. Rieve will become chairman of 
the union’s board. 


—@ahead for a widespread organizing 
drive by increasing per capita pay- 
ments to the International. 

New young leaders, graduates of 
the union’s own training institute, 
will play a key role in a new drive 
aimed especially in the Southeast 
and the Southwest areas. 

They and the older hands that 
have directed the 445,000-member 
union along its course also will 
move to consolidate the union’s 
position in established areas, with 
top attention going to severance 
pay provisions and overtime after 
35 hours a week. 

Dubinsky Sparks Drive 

The union will seek also to write 
into all its contracts a minimum 
wage at least 15 percent above the 
existing $1-an-hour federal mini- | 
mum wage. 

The union’s program for the next 
three years, as spelled out by con- 
vention action, came against a back- 
drop of new success since the last 


(Continued on Page 13) 


Govt. Units 
Open Drive 


For 3 Bills 


An all-out drive for immediate 
enactment of three pending bills to 
improve conditions for federal 
workers was launched at a three- 
day legislative conference sponsored 
by the AFL-CIO Government Em- 
ployes’ Council. 

Over 1,100 delegates, represent- 
ing postal, classified and craft em- 
ploye unions from throughout the 
country, met in the Commerce 
Dept. Auditorium to approve reso- 
lutions urging Congress to enact: 

1, S. 2875, sponsored by Sen. 
Olin D. Johnston (D-S. C.), chair- 
man of the Senate Civil Service 
Committee, substantially to boost 
retirement-survivor benefits under 
the civil service retirement system. 

2. The bills sponsored by John- 
ston in the Senate and by Rep. 
George Rhodes (D-Pa.) in the 
House to spell out the government’s 
labor-management relations policy 
and requiring agency heads to rec- 
ognize and deal with employe un- 
ions on grievances, promotions, lay- 
offs, etc. 

3. A $600 pay raise bill spon- 
sored by Rep. John Lesinski (D- 
Mich.). A companion bill is being 

(Continued on Page 4) 


| Union Group Asserts 
Increase Justified 


Pittsburgh, Pa.—The Steelworkers headed into the year’s most 
important collective bargaining after their international wage policy 
committee laid down a set of objectives centering around supple- 
mental unemployment payments and substantial wage increases. 

The proposals, to be put in final form by the union’s negotiators, 
“will be placed before representa- 


tives of 172 basic steel companies 
employing about 650,000 workers 
whom the USWA represents. 

The results of the bargaining ses- 
sions, which USWA Pres. David J. 
McDonald was hopeful would be 
completed before contracts expire 
at midnight June 30, are expected 
to set a pattern for negotiations 
covering an additional 600,000 
workers in fabricating and other 
non-basic steel plants. 


Raise Justified 

In a statement adopted at the 
meeting here, the wage policy com- 
mittee declared the proposed pay 
increase, which was not spelled out, 
is justified by the “economic needs” 
of the workers, “their greatly in- 
creasing productivity, the record 
profitability of the industry, and 
the economic situation of the coun- 
try as a whole.” 


The industry in 1955 turned out 
the same production as in 1953, the 
last previous comparable year, with 
about a 10 percent reduction in the 
number of man-hours worked, and 
increased profits after taxes by 
nearly two-thirds. 

The 170 members of the com- 
mittee engaged in what McDonald 
called “exuberant” discussion of 


the need for supplemental unem- 
ployment benefits. 


“The boys talked about this at 
great length,” he said, “and ex- 
plained how necessary they felt 
this is for the welfare of Steel- 


(Continued on Page 3) 


Air Line Pilots to Cut 
$386,848 Dues Melon 


Chicago—More than 10,000 members of the Air Line Pilots will 
cut a melon worth $386,848 in dues refunds as the result of a union 


constitutional provision. 


Pilots who were in good standing 
on Mar. 31 will get back nearly $1 
for every $5 they paid in dues last 
year. Individual refunds will range 
from $11 to $55. 

At its 1954 convention, the 
ALPA set a top maximum of $2.5 
million on its treasury or $275 for 
each active member, whichever is 
greater. The first redistribution of 
surplus cash in now under way. 
The membership in 1954 also au- 
thorized a dividend any time the 
union received 15 percent more 
than it spent. 

ALPA Pres. Clarence N. Sayen 
said the union took the view that 
“the treasury should not be a war 
chest to finance strikes.” 


> 


“A war chest as such simply in- 
vites war,” he said. 

Dues are higher in the ALPA 
than in most unions. Regular dues 
amount to 1.5 percent of a pilot’s 
earnings. Sayen estimated that the 
average pilot earns $11,500 a year, 
which would make his dues $172.50 
annually. Wage scales run from 
$4,200 for a pilot just getting his 
start as a provisional co-pilot to 
$20,000 for the seasoned veteran 
who flies the biggest over-the-ocean 
planes. 

Dues are payable in advance each 
quarter, but if a pilot chooses to 
pay a year’s dues in advance he is 
given a 10 percent reduction from 
the regular rate, 
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Employers Cry Poverty, Ruin 
If Minimum Pay Is Extended 


American business and industry cried poverty and potential ruination again as théir spokesmen 
opposed extension of the $1 an hour minimum wage to new groups of workers. 

The Eisenhower Administration, which says it wants broader coverage but has no bill on the 
subject, delayed specific testimony once more when Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell postponed until 
May 22 a scheduled appearance before the Douglas subcommittee conducting hearings. 


A parade of industry witnesses® 


opposed any extension of coverage. 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, the 
previous week, leading off for union 
witnesses, had recommended the 
blanketing in of approximately 9.6 
million workers out of 20 million 
now excluded. 


Alert Sounded 

The Ameritan Retail Federation, 
suddenly alarmed by the “vigor? of 
labor’s drive to get more workers 
protected by law, sent out an 
“alert” to members to be ready to 
“mount a full-scale grass-roots cam- 
paign in opposition” if the Senate 
committee reports favorably a bill 
extending coverage. 

Van H. Priest, who runs a chain 
of small variety stores in the South- 
east, testified for the U. S. Chamber 
of Commerce and protested that 


“wage and hour policies of retail} 


and service establishments do not 
affect labor standards in interstate 
commerce.” 

Rowland Jones, Jr., president of 
the Retail Federation, said that in 
small communities $1 an hour 
would be a “fantastic wage to pay 
from an economic standpoint.” 

Arthur J. Packard, owner of 
small hotels, complained for the 
American Hotel Association: “If we 
are compelled to pay a minimum 
wage of $1, we would have to raise 
our rates to a level where a very 
large segment could not afford to 
eat or sleep in a hotel.” 


NAM Represented 

The National Association of 
Manufacturers chose not to testify 
officially, but at its request the sub- 
committee heard from Otto Chris- 
tiansen, executive vice president of 
the Minnesota Employers Associa- 
tion, who objected to all extension 
of coverage beyond present groups 
as “dangerous.” 

Union witnesses repeatedly testi- 
fied that they recognized the mini- 
mum wage should not apply to 


Here’s Employer 
View on Minimum 


When Otto Christiansen, of 
the Minnesota Employers As- 
sociation, told a Senate sub- 
committee how “dangerous” 
all minimum wage extension 
proposals were, Chairman 
Paul H. Douglas (D-Ill) gen- 
tly reminded -him that Pres. 
Eisenhowers Labor Sec. 
James P. Mitchell recom- 
mended a “study” of extend- 
ing coverage. 

“Did Christiansen consider 
the Mitchell suggestions ‘dan- 
gerous’?” Douglas asked. 

He considered all such 
things “dangerous,” said the 
witness, “whether they came 
from Mitchell, the Admin- 
istration—or Stalin himself.” 

Douglas gently urged that 
“Stalin” wasn’t involved and 
warmly defended the sound 
Americanism of the Admin- 
istration. “In my judgment,” 
he said, “Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower is as patriotic as Harry 
S. Truman.” 


small family-type businesses. Stan- 
ley H. Ruttenberg, AFL-CIO direc- 
tor of research, suggested that 
businesses be covered if they em- 
ploy five persons or more, or have 
annual sales of $500,000 or more, 
or sell 25 percent or more of their 
products or services to commercial- 
type enterprises. 

David Dolnick, research director 
of the Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen, specifically endorsed a 
bill sponsored by Sen. Pat Mc- 
Namara (D-Ill.) because it would 
“end the injustices now in effect 
for the retail, canning, fish proces- 
sing, poultry and other food indus- 
tries.” 


Julia--Algase, representing the 
AFL-CIO New York Hotel Trades 
Council, told the subcommittee it is 
“neither fair nor human to discrimi- 
nate against some low-paid workers 
as against other low-paid workers.” 

Max Greenberg, president of the 
Retail, Wholesale and Department 
Store Union, asserted that whole- 
saling and retailing have become 
giant industries and that employes 
are “forgotten workers.” 

Pres. H. L. Mitchell of the Agri- 
cultural Workers said farming, too, 
is big business, and “for 20 years 
we have urged expansion of cover- 
age to workers on large farms but 
are right where we were 20 years 
ago 


CWA Victor 
In Strike at 


Bell Telephone 


Phoenix, Ariz. — A two-month 
strike by the Communications 
Workers against Mountain States 
Bell Telephone Co. here has ended 
with what CWA Vice Pres. A. T. 
Jones called “a sound drubbing” 
for the company. 

The strike began Mar. 7, when 
the company announced it planned 
a transfer of operations being per- 
formed by 27 union-represented 
workers to a department where it 
would be done by non-union em- 
ployes. 

Two long-standing grievances 
added to.the tension and dissatis- 
faction which brought about the 
walkout. These grievances were 
involved in the strike settlement. 

The clearest victory came in the 
bargaining unit dispute. The com- 
pany has agreed to continue to rec- 
ognize CWA as the bargaining 
agent for all workers transferred 
into the new machine service unit. 


Box Score on Congress 


The following box score of what's happening in 
Congress has been prepared by the AFL-CIO Dept. 
of Legislation. The summary will appear regularly 
in the AFL-CIO News until adjournment of the 
present session. 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

The Senate Finance Committee, short one member 
because of the death of Sen. Alben Barkley, has voted 
to cut out all provisions for payments to the perma- 
nently and totally disabled from the social security 
bill. The committee also eliminated provisions for 
lowering the retirement age for women to 62, retain- 
ing it only for widows. These two important pro- 
visions were included in the House-passed bill. A 
hot fight is expected on the Senate floor to restore 
them. 


MINIMUM WAGE COVERAGE 

Hearings on extension of minimum wage coverage 
were disrupted when Secretary of Labor Mitchell 
failed to make a scheduled appearance before the 
Senate Labor Committee, and asked for a week’s 
delay. Speculation centered on whether the Admin- 
istration was having difficulty resolving differences 
between Mitchell and other Cabinet members. 


CIVIL RIGHTS 
Chairman James O. Eastland announced that his 
Senate Judiciary Committee would hold hearings on 
civil rights legislation. The most ardent pro-segrega- 
tionist in the Senate, Eastland undoubtedly has in 
mind the shortness of the time remaining in this ses- 
sion as well as his control of the committee. 


HOUSING 

The Senate Banking and Currency Committee has 
reported a new housing bill. The bill rejects the 
Administration request for an inadequate 35,000 
public housing units for each of the next two years. 
Instead it calls for 135,000 units a year until the 
maximum under the 1949 Housing Act have been 
built. This means that the bill would authorize more 


than 500,000 new units over the next four years. 
The committee bill also provides for the erection of 
10,000 units a year of housing specially designed for 
elderly persons, a group which finds it difficult to 
find housing suited to their needs and practically 
impossible to get mortgage loans to build for them- 
selves. — 


FLOOD INSURANCE 


The flood insurance bill which passed the Senate 
by a 61 to 7 vote faces a less enthusiastic reception 
in the House. The Senate bill sets up a $250 million 
corporation in the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency to make available flood insurance at reason- 
able costs. Although no immediate activity is ex- 
pected in the House, the fact that more than 100 
members come from districts which were affected by 
last year’s floods means that there will be substantial 
pressure for action this year. 


HIGHWAYS 


The House-passed highway construction bill has 
been referred to the Senate Finance Committee for 
consideration of its tax features. The bill as ap- 
proved by the Senate Public Works Committee does 
not include a labor-supported Davis-Bacon provision 
for prevailing wage levels. 


FEDERAL EMPLOYES 


Testimony began last week on the Johnston- 
Rhodes bill to give official recognition to unions rep- 
resenting federal employes. Such employes now have 
collective bargaining rights only with a few semi- 
independent government authorities. 


WHAT YOU CAN DO 
The next fight will probably be to restore the 
provisions of HR 7225 which were omitted from 
the social security bill by the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee. Write your senators. Ask them to sup- 
port the provisions of the House-passed bill. Ad- 
dress: Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


~ 


Senate subcommittee. 


asked for action this year. 


the employes of retail stores. 


THREE MILLION RETAIL WORKERS would benefit from ex- 
tension of federal minimum-wage protection to large and interstate 
operations, and about one-third would get direct wage rises, ac- 
cording to statement of James Suffridge, president of Retail Clerks, 
and his assistant, William W. Maguire, shown testifying before 


« 


GIANT CORPORATIONS get away, with substandard pay for 
workers in so-called “small” telephone exchanges, Communications 
Workers witnesses tell Senate subcommittee on minimum wage 
hearings. Left to right are: Curtis Fletcher, CWA director for in- 
dependent telephone companies, and Pres. Joseph A. Beirne, who 


Retail FederationTells 
How to Combat Unions 


The American Retail Federation, which hates the idea of a $1 
an hour minimum wage law, also hates the idea of unions organizing 


The Retail Federation, a trade association protecting giant de- 
partment stores and wealthy retail chains as well as smaller enter- 


prises, issued a pamphlet Apr. 16,% 
1956, telling retailers all about what 
they can and can’t do in combat- 
ting union organization. 

The pamphlet was prepared, its 
title page says, by James G. Mich- 
aux, federation labor relations coun- 
sel, and Thomas E. Shroyer, Wash- 
ington lawyer who in 1947 helped 
draft the Taft-Hartley Act. 


Counter Moves 


The document is strictly copy- 
righted and “no part may be re- 
produced in whole or in part. with- 
out written permission,” the title 
page says. 

Without violating the copyright, 
The AFL-CIO News can report 
that the whole emphasis is on how 
an employer can learn that his 
wage-earners are talking to union 
organizers—and how the organizers 
can be most effectively countered. 

The document mournfully ad- 
mits that a bad employe relations 
record probably means it is too late 
for the employer to beat the union. 

It also admits ruefully that proba- 
bly the federation itself should have 
issued a booklet on how to run a 
good employe relations program 
before printing a booklet on how 
to combat unions—but intimates 
that anti-union haste is now a nec- 
essity. 

List of Instructions ; 

Apparently the Retail Federa- 
tion, in all its recent history, never 
thought of publishing a document 
on decent employe relations pro- 
grams until the “threat” of union 
organization campaigns scared the 
employers. 


You can’t ask your employes 


whether they are union members, 
the booklet says, or threaten them 
with discharge, or give them sud- 
den raises outside the pattern of 
your past. However, it is sug- 
gested, it would be nice if your 


supervisors gave you information 


on any apparent shift in employe 
attitudes toward their store. 

There is a long list of instruc- 
tions on what an employer can 
legally do to make successful union 
organization more difficult, includ- 
ing advice not to agree voluntarily 
to a National Labor Relations 
Board representation election to 
find out what the employes really 
want. 

The booklet bears down heavily 
on the advisability of getting a 
good employe relations counselor— 
even if the retailer has never had 
one before. The experienced labor 
relations man, the publication sug- 
gests, knows intimately the shifting 
interpretations of the Taft-Hartley 
Act and can help draft persuasive 
anti-union letters to employes. 

At Senate Labor Subcommittee 
hearings, the federation sent its 
president, Rowland Jones, Jr., to 
denounce a federal legal wage mini- 
mum of $1 an hour for retail-store 
employes. 

The same Rowland Jones, Jr. 
wrote a Foreword for the anti- 
union booklet stressing what he 
seems to think are the enormous 
difficulties faced by an employer 
when organized labor moves into 
the field of his employes. 

The retailers just don’t want to 
pay $1 an hour—either under law 
or through union-negotiated con- 
tracts. 


a za 


«fo st 


& a rt ee Se, 
sk es ees 
: 7 en : 
d . : ; 
rm 
oo —enenen0FO]ReEp=C—0eERe}y>—eEeqe}q>yeqER}KE)E_ae>aae—a——r—ra~a>a@soeoees=S=oelaeetec0O38$o}oOo°ObDo_>_>——i—c—e—={_—»—x—_—_—_—_—_—_—__  —_—__—_x—K_KkkkkkKKkxkx{**="s*s= 
Se reat Sos sae Sienna 8 ao "SRR Sa 
SSeS saucer Sas See ao sees a cer SES 
Sacra aan RRR 
ce SSS ag Sc et ey 
Poca see pone eee sane ence. RA 
Poems a Rai ie eee Sk RS 
ererecsegeraetoteseretoteesnenseeeee RRR Se ae aN | aie a a ee ae 
Se SS. SE ON as a Re cs 
bey Sees. Setanta ae fs a EESTI SRR SRR at een oeeaannanaena 
ee BBR Soe cco ipa Reson 
eects : ea ee Bs ca ae RRR Reap seca 
Ss | Ne Re ost OS oS 2 Se « 
stay Baa Se . Ses ee “2 RES eee. Se 
Bea ee ge OS A Ea 
Eee Ses i ae ees £25 a ae ei 5 CER ee a a eee ] 
Pes a a ee ae Bs See RR Bee OE MRR Ss 
pe | Si SE ee ease Ss Sipe a 
See S By gO RR RRR pst oe ne Sa 
Pe gS ee 2 a eK eo 
; Bee co pce Bist oe 2 Ree ss 3 3. ten S. Sepia ee 
He: ee ee eee ee Be ee ce peri em nO , 
eat Dect crn Bane nicer on eae PRs Re a, oS a seats 
Bae pape SS BB OR SRR eee age Sacra papas ask. Bens oon Oo} 
ae Bs Sree BEES 3 a =e ee Se esc SSN Bo oR SRR we 
Sagas OSS cr aR age | SS Se RRR Re RO 
oe: | Bee Ss | SS emer ss ta oe ae Soe ee fare 
a SS 2g Sg ees Ba kote a Sete Sa a 
oe © Pees ’ geese Se aura i SR SS RR RR a | 
Far oS OR ea OB SSE SEER SRE RR pce “SRR : OE 
ie soe Se 3 See a, ROR RR ER RR Ti 
ee Ne eR a eo aa 
pe _ CR RR RR, ic SR eos ce - 
ent | Ch Se ES ee, RS Se Se ee ee non 
i. ee — a as S| RR Tee Demerara ema 2 RO “Sa iia oae oo OE. Sear eae ic 
72, be Maggs ee Saas (oy POR Seer eg BO Ss Ney ae eae fae Se pra 
a ‘ pee a Se ae Ba eee Se RR 
a ae cr. ee ee ee gs SEE as eC 
ate aS pater cate Se Be a 2a AS a ae 990 SEE see 
ron hea Soa pe Daas S oes ago. mR ace SS ee s 3 cate 
ea Sy SBE IR ie SS eee csi Sem By ss : US ea Rae H 
eee Se ind Se ee SS Se » Sees, 5 eae oi jimit 
% ee ll ee tions 
zs F toate, EE BR EES, SSS Ra a Rr fe Sincere anal Se ae 
See ROR ies eee OR RRR ae Oe 
Baas coe STS ert aR Bocas RN 0c eae a a upo! 
Bee te ait SERN a RR OAL es Secor Seay ss ssc 
ae ~ 5 oS Rea ee Bagh Cocoa Beaatnetea ese ee OBO 
it 2S Ss ee Sauce RNer cscs bec age SR ee bene 
on Bowes SEER Sa ORCC cemen minse BA 
i : é 2 ESE ONS SSS RRR eerie. SEES Soa Ge COO Oe OO IR Sn 
ot s ee a $ sa HPL eae BS ORR ees RR ploy 
. SER RR ORI TS “SES. Seana ES SoS es Sa 
« Soeceanas saan seo Be ae Spee Me SSSR Sie Soy EES vt 
Soe Se ee Oa Se ee BS ons eS Sate 
cn Ree. eC oe ON 
BS Soa eg ee gn gg ated 
wee. 
num 
ea¢ 
vidi 
ben 
Aut 
: PSCC pi 
ae ‘ com 
S | a ae eee scat 
a << Sc 
ten SS SER ia ncn Soa ae =. A temete 
Pe Secon ca oc 
wy ene RR ORES. SS ia: RRS sade 
oS » | Bee pecan SoS onaeee Rceescnene se Seon tn oy es % RRR ce a 
Ee = [oe SS. es. ener re a ier ee 
i Se ORR cs Se geek ROR Sa eae C 
Ses See Steere. ance RSS SRS SOROS on 3 . Le 2 
x So es ST Sea RRR Re 1 pee ae a 
- SS || SRR SE RR ee a by 
Se ee ee Se ee ee 
Suess Sa UR MIN So SRS © RRS nce et 
SR a RR eR a eee ae eee ees ae Se Se F 
Pieter ns oS POR S  .. R  e aa On SRDS secre ccee SR ae crane aa ¥ RE 
Roa Re ae RR ee joe Se 
eae Reena a RS Se Sei mae so ee acorn SMa sige cae 2 . Oe Sur 
Ri ante cee See ote cece a oe Ris, Fee 
SEE ee aS Gee Oe aie cra iad oe ee 
i Sistas Oe os Seem Lf Rae bat r Sys AOE eerie SF tet a Ree ete } 
. B33 sae go eRe, SEK ogee aie Ci eee 
Be se Besine TE ee ae a eee > Po ES oe 
nO ORS: See Se ee Bs Pilea sere inst 
REPS Soh See £3 OR Sees SR eae Sears an Mie ete eRe ‘ 
fe SR pe eee Bs “easiest eee ite TY: <3 Sees a ee SS oi 
SRY RR oes Se” 2s cs ae ae a an gees BF ee Se 5 PRS Bae tri 
Sees Be es SOR ea a <a ses eS se 
fo ee ae mee ROE ete wo 
Sig RR eo wees cee s Sb Seer eas Soe pee Pe ek meee re 
pack. RRR SR Son: Sime ae BR ig 5629 ANE SE cas. “ass Sa . 
| seams py 2, Sa a Be ae er: i Sie RS 
Soe" SRR: os es cE SSR Sie Sea es 
BE PRBER RRR 7 eae coco eae Seed yg Se es ath eh Seats ey sence 
| See SE BOR aR cc 7 2) See bi me 
SSeS 3 SSE RRA OB Rates ost Se PS es - Sea ae > aoe SE 
7 | Ba eae ee Se OO Sag ee aR RS ee SR r = ct 
Seen Pea _ Sea ae : eee Be Biioccd Seg 3 
ahh Elie SSeS : Se sites: Ro See . SS ee: SORE 
“ae } eaten ain te RRR RRR on * oe seers 3 copies: oe 
ese | Pesssanenn tints RRR RR NS SSeS T Pree conn oe aeeenatee 
Ae aay oe j RETIREES RR pense RRS 
ot | | Siena: Seen a ccna nana a eile i Sa Re “ 
See RBIS RRS tate SERN EEE EEE OC ES Se 
ee | ee eS rrr rr ee .F. 
Rex LE SERENE I CORRS 
ee or | Seon 3 ROA OTT 
fee | | 
SEER oc, 
| ee 
- 
SC 
i } 
ri 
= ee 
ae a ek ae a eae ee ee a a a re ae Se ey GO ay reek EEN i Ee ee 
A — 
- 
Ps . 
. 
ie o 
ee oS 
ee h 
Be. 
ay n 
Gs ; 
ee 
rye SCtsSCiés s 
ee mo , 
ee. 
es 
Pease § 
eee ‘ 
eae 
ae F 
Re 
a 1 
pegs 
eee cst ’ 
nae TS 
a 
= ; 
a 2 
ae 8 
at 
we 
= - 
¢ ad . Fs 4 Pe = * a ” *% + ¥ Sper Ree : : a yee “hed * ots + vm i rae > er es et. a Pate vy - ? « ie, xy Bree * ~ 4 K P be ume’ ee i > 
i x eran Co ? ae oo Oe er alles RS? Veer ean! Crane hed ene ol oe 1 Sepa a i nial gan a. col Sig GAG chy be ie ks Ty Se eae ae oli CE MN RPO Mee Ee Rae yr AAS cathy NF Sap: re tS ee oate oye 2 took # LSch 2 OG ney” > <a ee A fe 
MRE A oe Ee gi TREE YT ee ene TORY ete Mt RE Ue SCNT UNS Ho HE 4 RR gee aah mage he CL a REIN gas Mae A Rae seats ta da 
et: MMe Ec? ere ew ien Satr aie UB ARES oe h  ae ee e pithy Pais ae Ree os ee rts en SES a ah Ce Bem COMME = GORE ie va ites SP aie ot om Mis nae eiierga oe) igh On ea ikc hires at oie Gey Reeder sacs dt aa es Hb Aaa ei Cy Noa CRS, = °, «MA tee eataetieee ae’ cpu 
poeta pea She ni aN: Taek soe eae Fy 7h yy “ECan Porta ts oe wad Linch 4 | ange ee By ha a nee . Pe ee Se ‘ eae aN ae: i ee meio. ewes oc: “ong: ae Nee Ve a eo ae Bea mig ee way tk. aaa aa ee 
a SE wu) 3 2 SGA! Se Dees «MPR SS cate Yo Be 3 <i im tR Picket RNa 3 a, DES Tie: Bass Babe tes ee Ss eg Cage ate eae ar te ae EY Ae : Gabe Ttitaee tomer aiken tc ERe tty Tee grad hate Bae vs MaDe, Bye aA TS Fy Pea Beh 9 So 2 ea Te 
; Gah en ete Ste SR er ee ee Pi ae Bek Rents 08 ae a ge og 8 ak OM Ae a a NE a 7A tes a OMe Je 500 Bape ahh ake = MEMS ogi do Se ak ths Ra Ry UMA Te eae Be Mo Suey tt es oy SR ET oe ee ea ree le She Ee ee IP Te al IE 
7 cae ee Oy gee Ed a ag as Bin ei ae Pha fp 3 mb leks 2 Bink Ca gn a IN oa NG Nas CARE SM tC a Be A eM he WEN us ad ik Le a etc Lk Ca tent metat Date Waals tie) 2 os pea ty dg ight aickaie 1a MOAR Soar ep ETERS ty Ob Smee oman eee Mgr a Re 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D, C., SATURDAY, MAY 


19, 1956 


Steel Wage 


Committee 


Finds Pay Hike Justified 


(Continued from Page 1) 
workers and for the general wel- 
fare of our country.” 

The conference called for a 
non-contributory plan “along the 
practical and feasible lines advo- 
cated by the union, financed and 
limited to fixed employer contribu- 

tions to a general fund from which, 
upon sound insurance principles, 
benefits shall be paid” eligible em- 
ployes for up to 52 weeks of layoff. 

The USWA already has negoti- 
ated such a plan, calling for 52 
weeks of benefits, with the alumi- 
num industry. Another plan pro- 
viding up to 26 weeks of layoff 
benefits has been negotiated by the 
Auto Workers and the auto indus- 
try. A number of other unions have 
comparable plans negotiated with 
scattered employers. 

Bargaining Goals 

Other bargaining goals approved 
by the wage policy group were: 

Premium pay for Saturdays and 
Sundays as such. - 

Revised, enlarged and improved 
insurance plans, with worker con- 
tributions eliminated, covering both 
workers and their families. 

Where feasible, liberalized retire- 
ment and disability pensions. (Pen- 


California Okays 
GAW, Jobless Pay 


Sacramento, Calif. — The 
state department of employ- 
ment has ruled that auto in- 
dustry workers covered by 
guaranteed annual wage type 
contracts are also eligible for 
unemployment compensation. 

Dir. W. H. Stewart said the 
decision, requested by the 
Ford Motor Co., was based 
on a ruling of the attorney 
general. Similar inquiries 
have also been received from 
General Motors and Chrysler. 


sions are not open for negotiations 
this year in the major basic steel 
agreements.) 

The full union shop. 

Additional paid holidays, greater 
vacation benefits, and liberalization 
of holiday and vacation pay eligi- 
bility requirements. 

Improved contract clauses gov- 
erning a wide range of working 
and pay conditions, such as shift 
premiums, overtime, hours, sev- 
erance pay, incentives, reporting 
allowance, seniority, preferential 
re-hiring, military service, ap- 
prenticeship, grievance and arbi- 
tration machinery, jury pay, con- 
tracting work out, supplemental 
workmen’s compensation and 
local working conditions. 

Elimination of all remaining 
wage and salary differentials and 
inequities. 


Clerks Score 
Victory for 
Premium Pay 


Final victory has come in liti- 
gation to enforce a premium pay 
order valued between $8 million 
and $10 million by Local 770 of 
the Retail Clerks in Los Angeles 
with the refusal of the U. S. Su- 
preme Court to hear an appeal 
from a state court decision. 

The case arose from a 1952 arbi- 
trator’s award to the clerks in Los 
Angeles for premium pay of $2 
for night shift and holiday work 
pending before the Wage Stabiliza- 
tion Board when it was disbanded 
by Pres. Eisenhower and all pend- 
ing claims were ruled to be auto- 
matically approved. 

Union officials said 24,000 clerks 
in Southern California will bénefit 
from the case next year. Terms 
of the contract with the Employers 
Council provide the $2 pay differ- 
ential in the event that the highest 
tribunal ruled in favor of the clerks. 


UE’s Powerful Dist. 4 


Goes Out of Business 


Newark, N. J.—The United Electrical Workers, kicked out of 
the former CIO because of Communist domination in 1949, have 
gone out of business in the heavily industrialized New York-North 


Jersey metropolitan area. 


Leaders of the UE’s once powerful Dist. 4, at a closed meeting 


here, voted to urge the 18,000% 


members they still represent to dis- 
solve their district organization and 
seek to affiliate, on a local by local 
basis, with the Intl. Union of Elec- 
trical, Radio & Machine Workers. 

Capitulation of the UE, which is 
subject to local union action, was 
a sectional climax of a struggle 
which began in 1949 when the IUE 
was created to organize electrical 
production workers into a union 
free from Communist domination. 


TUE Moves Forward 


Under the leadership of Pres. 

James B. Carey—an AFL-CIO vice 
president and a former UE presi- 
dent—and Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett, 
it has grown from a skeleton organ- 
ization to 364,000 members. 
- The UE, on the other hand, has 
dwindled from a claimed 600,000 
members to an estimated 100,000 
—the same number it once repre- 
sented in Dist. 4 alone. The IUE 
today has 80,000 members in the 
same area. 

Dissolution of UE Dist. 4 was 
vigorously advocated by the district 
president, James ‘e«1 eish. It was 
hailed by KLO: Dist. 4 Pres. Milton 
Weihrauch «s a sign of the begin- 
ning of the end for the UE. 

He attributed it to the fact that 
“UE’s Communist leadership has 
consiste’ tly failed to meet the eco- 
nomic aeeds of its members be- 


cause of dwindling strength and 
bargaining power.” 

“We hail the decision of these 
workers to unite their ranks with 
the majority union in our industry,” 
he said. 

“With the elimination of UE’s 
strongest and largest district, the 
way will be opened for the wiping 
out of UE as a national organiza- 
tion. The action of the UE mem- 
bers in Dist. 4 will open the way 
for other workers, still trapped in 
UE, to achieve unity in the indus- 
try by joining IUE-AFL-CIO.” 

Weihrauch said the UE locals 
can join the IUE on the same basis 
as other UE locals have affiliated 
in the past. 

They will have the same “rights, 
privileges and responsibilities” of 
other IDE members, he explained, 
and must abide by the IUE consti- 
tution, which bars Communists, 
Fascists and other totalitarians 
from holding office at any level 
within the union. 

James J. Matles, UE director of 
organization, denouncing the Dist. 
4 leaders, expressed confidence his 
anion would be able to retain the 
me bership. 

The IUE international executive 
board, at a recent meeting in Wash- 
ington, sefused to consider any 
merger with the WE, as the latter 
had proposed, or to engage in joint 
collective bargaining. 


FIRST LOCAL-LEVEL MERGER has been effected by Greater Bristol (Conn.) Industrial Union 
Council and Bristol Central Labor Union, which have been chartered as AFL-CIO Greater Bristol 
Labor Council. Shown signing the merger agreement are, seated, CLU Pres. Rudy Fiorello (left) and 
IUC Pres. Robert J. Winters, with AFL-CIO Rep. James Clerkin looking ovér their shoulders. Stand- 
ing (left to right) are merger committee members—CLU Sec.-Treas. Roland Sepa, CLU Vice Pres. 
Daniel Park; TUC- Sec.-Treas. Kenneth Wells, TUC Sgt. at Arms Joseph J. Krawiec, Jr.; CLU Cor. 
Sec. Franklin Fraze and IUC Vice Pres. Edward Green. 


New York ANG 
After 30-Hour 
Week, Pension 


New York—A 30-hour week and 
an industry-wide pension plan are 
targets for negotiation by the News- 
paper Guild of New York. 

Delegates from all of the city’s 
ANG units voted to go all-out for 
the contract improvements and set 
a Nov. 1 deadline with a “no im- 
proved contract, no work” policy. 
The seven newspaper pacts all ex- 
pire on or about Nov. 1, a few 
days before the national elections. 


Percentage Increase 


Demands call for a 20 percent 
“wage” increase, to go in part to- 
ward actual pay increas and in 
part to launching a pension plan. 

On wages, the proposal is for a 
flat percentage increase, plus estab- 
lishment of a new top payment 
group with a flat minimum of $200 
a week. 

A $200 group has just been writ- 
ten into one New York Guild con- 
tract, that of Standard & Poor’s, 
financial information service. 

Other changes called for seek to 
strengthen present vacation clauses 
and sections on holidays, severance 
pay and sick leave. 


Predict Resistance 


Executive Vice Pres. Thomas J. 
Murphy predicted that any worth- 
while pension plan “will cost mon- 
ey” and the publishers will resist it. 
He said’ actuarial information he 
sought. from seven papers had been 
received from only two—the Post 
and Herald Tribune. 


Nine St. Louis Shops 
Vote for Machinists 


St. Louis, Mo.—More than 1,500 
workers in nine plants have given 
the gate to the discredited United 
Electrical Workers and become 
members of Machinists Lodge 
2043. 


The nine new IAM shops are: 
Joy Mfg. Co., Johnson Foil Co., 
The Dazey Corp., Medart Mfg. 
Co., Northwestern Products Co., 
Beehler Steel Products, American 
Bearing Co., Central Mine Equip- 
ment Co. and Midland Products, 
Inc. 


Auto Workers Again Ask 
Industry Layoff Parley 


Detroit—With automobile employment and production register- 
ing further drops, the Auto Workers have renewed their request 
that managements and the mayors of affected cities join in a con- 


ference with the union and hunt for® 


the solution of a problem growing 
grimmer each day. 

Layoffs in the industry in the 
week ending May 5, last for which 
Official figures are available, totaled 
12,000 for a net increase of 11,000 
to a new high of 148,000, accord- 
ing to the Labor Dept. 

Production in the week ending 
May 12 was approximately 110,000 
units, a drop of about 5 percent 
from the previous week and 37 per- 
cent below the 176,000 units pro- 
duced in the comparable 1955 
week. 

Moral Obligation 

The UAW’s second call for a 
meeting of union, management and 
mayors came a week after the first. 

“The plight of thousands of 
workers on layoff cannot be swept 
under a rug woven of platitudes or 
silence,” warned UAW Pres. Wal- 
ter P. Reuther. 

“The industry has a moral ob- 
ligation to act promptly on that 
appeal to alleviate current suffer- 
ing and prevent further hardship 
to workers, their families and to 
whole communities. 

“The responsibility of leader- 
ship in the automobile industry 
cannot be confined to technical 
and productive know-how; it 
must.also be related to the hu- 
man and social needs of the 
workers.” 


Reuther pointed out that the La- 
bor Dept. unemployment figures do 
not reflect a one-day layoff at Gen- 
eral Motors and another at Chrys- 
ler which grew to three days. 

“The short work week being re- 
sorted to by GM and Chrysler 
means spreading the burden of un- 
employment on the backs of the 
workers and also seriously conceals 
the seriousness of the current un- 
employment situation,” he de- 
clared. 


Blames Industry 
“It also conveniently provides a 
prop to bolster the myth of Re- 
publican prosperity in this election 
year.” 
Reuther blamed the industry’s 
“reckless, irresponsible 


plight on 


scheduling of production” and the 
“insane competitive struggle” in 
1955. 

“High-pressure selling foolishly 
inflated 1955 sales,” he said, “but 
in doing so, chopped off a large 
share of the normal 1956 market.” 

Meantime, 2,200 members of 
Local 190, representing Detroit 
Packard plant workers of the 
Studebaker-Packard Corp., unan- 
imously passed a resolution ask- 
ing the federal government to al- 
lot the company defense orders 
“to stabilize the economic secu- 
rity of the workers and their 
families,” to preserve the skills of 
workers and management, and 
to guard against further concen- 
tration of power in the industry’s 
Big Three — GM, Chrysler and 
Ford. 

The members also passed a res- 
olution promising that in the fu- 
ture, as they have in the past, they 
will do their “very best to help 
management meet the problems 
arising out of its current difficulties, 
with the view of keeping Stude- 
baker-Packard plants operating, if 
it is at all within the power of 
Packard workers to do so.” 

The UAW was not alone in re- 
garding the situation as increas- 
ingly serious. 

Rep. John J. Dingell (D-Mich.), 
in whose district many auto work- 
ers live, asked Sec. of Labor James 
P. Mitchell to declare Detroit— 
where 125,000 workers are jobless 
—an area of critical labor surplus. 

Gov. G. Mennen Williams (D- 
Mich.) asked the federal govern- 
ment to aid seven Michigan areas 
of “labor distress.” These were 
Detroit, Flint, Benton Harbor, Port 
Huron, Escabana, Marquette and 
Iron Mountain. 


New York Union Label 
Meeting at Jamestown 


New York—Pres. Fred J. Kel- 
dorf of the New York State Union 
Label and Service Trades Dept. an- 
nounced that the 29th annual con- 
vention of the department will be 
held May 24-26 at Jamestown, 
N.Y. 
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HUDDLE OF LEADERS of federal workers unions at legislative conference called by the AFL- 


CIO Government Employes’ Council brings together, left to right, GEC Operations Dir. Thomas 
Walters; Pres. Russell Stephens, of the Technical Engineers; Pres. William H. Ryan, District 44, 
Machinists; Vice Pres. Jerome Keating and J. Byron Mettitt, Letter Carriers; Pres. Leo E. George 
and Legislative Rep. Roy Hallbeck, Postal Clerks; and Reuben Kremers, assistant secretary of the 


Letter Carriers. 


Labor Urges Senate to Provide 
Benefits for Disabled Workers 


The AFL-CIO urged the Senate to enact the House-approved amendments to the Social Secu- 
rity Act which would provide benefits for permanent and total disability and make other improve- 


ments. & 
Terming the bill “a cautious, not 
a radical, approach to the problem 
of disability,” the current issue of 
the AFL-CIO Labor’s Economic 
Review said that “further postpone- 
ment means more suffering, more 
wrecked hopes, millions of adults 
and children condemned to the 
blighting influence of poverty.” 
“The truly constructive approach 
to permanent and total disability 
is rehabilitation where possible, 
plus an assured income as a matter 
of right so that individual dignity, 
initiative, and health are preserved 
and expanded,” the AFL-CIO pub- 
lication said. ‘This is the approach 
envisioned in the House bill, 
though a more comprehensive pro- 
gram would go still further towards 
accomplishing our goal.” 


2 Million Would Benefit 


Estimating that over 2 million 
people in the U. S. today could 
benefit from rehabilitation, and that 
a quarter of a million more are 
added each year by accident and 
disease, the study pointed out that 
“only a small minority” now are 
helped by rehabilitation programs. 

It set the number expected to be 
restored to gainful employment 
through the federal-state program 
in 1956 at 70,000. 

“Organized labor has long sup- 
ported expanded programs to in- 
crease rehabilitation facilities and 


to aid more people,” the publica- 


tion said. “But disability insurance, 
like workmen’s compensation, is 
needed in addition to provide basic 
incomes to those who cannot again 
become self-supporting, to those 
who are being rehabilitated, and to 
those who must unfortunately wait 
until the programs can aid them.” 

Public assistance cannot meet 
this need, it continued. Although 
assistance payments are “better 
than nothing” in “putting a floor 
under need,” they cannot “protect 
human health, self-respect and dig- 
nity as does social insurance,” the 
report contends. 


Coverage Too Limited 

Prepared by Mrs. Katherine El- 
lickson, assistant director of the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Social Security, 
the study also examined the pro- 
tection against disability now pro- 
vided by private insurance and 
through provisions in collective 
bargaining contracts negotiated by 
unions. 

Neither meets the national need 
adequately because such coverage 
is too limited. “Only Congress can 
make insurance against permanent 
and total disability available to 
most Americans,” it said. 

Declaring that “the U. S. can 
readily afford” the program envi- 
sioned in the House-approved bill, 
the study estimated that “the minor 
cost of disability insurance would 
by itself probably not require any 


DISABILITY INSURANCE SHOULD INCLUDE... 


@A 


@ REGULAR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
BASED ON PAST EARNINGS 


@ BENEFITS WITHOUT A MEANS TEST 


@ ENCOURAGEMENT AND AID 
DURING REHABILITATION 


SUPPLEMENT TO SAVINGS 


immediate changes in tax rates 
since it might well be offset by ris- 
ing payrolls and collections.” 

In addition, the nation will bene- 
fit directly through elimination of 
the heavy economic loss ‘which re- 
sults from disability, the report said. 

“If cash benefits were made 
available at once, a disabled worker 
would be more likely to respond to 
opportunities for rehabilitation and 
once again become a productive 
member of the community,” the 
study pointed out. 

“His dependents similarly would 
very likely pay back later in greater 
productivity some or all the actual 
cash amount which had been made 
available to him.” 


Although concerned primarily 
with the bill’s disability provisions, 
the study endorsed as “valuable im- 
provements” other amendments to 
existing law. These would lower 
the retirement age for women from 
65 to 62, continue monthly bene- 
fits for permanently and totally dis- 
abled children after age 18, and 
extend coverage to an estimated 
250,000 individuals. 


Locked Out Drivers 
Win Jobless Pay 


Los Angeles—Referee 
George T. Louis, of the State 
Department of Employment, 
has ruled that 1,400 Team- 
sters should have been paid 
an estimated $120,000 in un- 
employment compensation 
during a strike and lockout 
here last May and June. 

Louis reversed a previous 
department ruling which had 
refused payment to the 
locked-out drivers, 

The case developed when 
12 locals struck three mem- 
ber firms of the California 
Trucking Association, and the 
association ordered all its 
members to shut down, say- 
ing “a strike against one is a 
strike against all.” 

Drivers for the non-struck 
firms were turned down when 
they sought unemployment 
insurance payments even 
though they had been locked 
out. 


Social Security Bill 
Up for Senate Action 


The Democratic-sponsored social security bill is headed for Senate 
floor action after a bipartisan conservative bloc in the Finance Com- 
mittee stripped the measure of its major beneficial provisions. 

The Senate leadership reiterated confidence that these provisions 
would be restored either on the floor or in a later joint Senate-House 


conference committee. 

The major elements of the bill, 
overwhelmingly passed by the 
House last year, would make wom- 
en workers and wives eligible for 
pension benefits at age 62 instead 
of age 65 and establish benefits for 
totally disabled workers at age 50. 


Attacked by Folsom 


These sections were attacked by 
the Administration in testimony 
from Welfare Sec. Marion B. Fol- 
som, who charged that they were 
unjustified, impractical and would 
cost too much. 

The Finance Committee, headed 
by Chairman Harry Byrd (D-Va.), 
is notoriously among the most con- 
servative in the Senate. Byrd said 
that voice votes to kill the disability 
and women workers sections, and 
tax increases to finance them, car- 
ried by “substantial” margins. 

The only provision opposed by 
Pres. Eisenhower retained by the 
committee was an amendment al- 
lowing widows to get pensions at 
age 62. 

The effect of the committee ac- 
tions was to reduce to 175,000 the 
estimated number of persons to be 
added to social security benefit 
rolls. 

Startling Switch 

The House-passed bill, the major 
portions of which the Democratic 
leadership expects to revive, would 
have added 800,000 women work- 
ers and wives and an estimated 
250,000 permanently disabled 
workers 50 years or older but less 


than 65 years. 


For Better 


Folsom’s testimony in opposition 
to the bill was attacked on Mar. 
22 by AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany, who pointed out that as a 
private citizen Folsom had vigor- 
ously advocated precisely the lib- 
eralizations he belatedly opposed. 

“From his past record, we had 
expected a more liberal and con- 
structive position from Mr. Fol- 
som,” Meany said. 

“It is more than a little startling 
that he took a more progressive 
attitude while representing the U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce than he 
does now as a spokesman for the 
U. S. government.” 


Ship Operators’ 
Offer Is Rejected 


New York—The Maritime Union 
has rejected the offer by Atlantic 
and Gulf Coast ship operators for a 
$15 monthly wage boost for some 
seamen, 

NMU Pres. Joseph Curran ad- 
vised the shipowners to “go back 
and come up with a realistic offer.” 
The union has asked for a 10 per- 
cent increase for some ratings and a 
lesser boost for others. 


The operators countered with the 
$15 a month offer for the top-rated 
seamen, $10 for the median group 
and nothing for ordinary seamen, 
messmen and wipers. They also of- 
fered overtime rate boosts of 4 and 
5 cents an hour for the two upper 
brackets but nothing for the entry 
or unskilled seamen. 


F oderal Workers Drive 


Conditions 


(Continued from Page 1) 
introduced in the Senate by Sen. 
William Langer (R-N. D.). 

The rally heard sharp criticism 
of government personnel policies 
from Pres. William C. Doherty of 
the Letters Carriers, who is vice 
chairman of the GEC, and E. C. 
Hallbeck, national legislative direc- 
tor of the Post Office Clerks. 

Doherty condemned recent Ad- 
ministration revisions of the Postal 
Manual as threatening basic rights 
of employes set forth in the Lloyd- 
La Follette Act passed in 1912. He 
also hit at a recent Post Office di- 
rective restricting the right of post- 
al workers to participate in contests. 

“These orders are union busting 
at its worst,” he said. “But if I 
know the unions they won’t be 
broken and they'll be stronger be- 
cause of the devastating orders.” 

Hallbeck told the delegates that 


“UNION BUSTING” orders of 


federal workers were being treated 


as “stepchildren.” He said the 
“alarming volume” of grievances “is 
so bad that postal workers are 
quitting the service in substantial 
numbers and some cities can’t fill 
all their clerical positions.” 

Thomas G. Walters, operations 
director of the GEC, which repre- 
sents AFL-CIO unions with more 
than 600,000 members, said that 
reports from the delegates on inter- 
views with their senators and con- 
gressmen showed strong support for 
the Johnston retirement amend- 
ments. 

This bill, which would increase 
annuities of present federal work- 
ers about 25 percent and hike fam- 
ily survivorship benefits by 50 to 
200 percent, was approved by the 
Democratic Policy Committee for 
floor action immediately after the 


vote on the farm bill. 


the Post Office Dept. were con- 


demned at Government Employes’ Council legislative rally by Pres. 
William C. Doherty of the Letter Carriers, left, shown here with 
Pres. James Campbell of the American Federation of Government 
Employes and GEC Chairman Leo E. George. ° 
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Reuther Blasts ‘Middle-of-Road’ 
Policies of Ike and Congress 


By Milton Plumb . 


Calling for “a bold new program” of, “massive retaliation against every form of human poverty and 
insecurity,” AFL-~CIO Vice Pres. Walter P. Reuther told the ninth annual convention of Americans 
for Democratic Action that “the free world is losing the struggle for men’s minds” because “we are not 


trying.” 


adhering to so-call 
road” policies which, he charged, 
have resulted in fumbling and in- 
action in the face of great needs and 
challenges confronting the nation 
and the world. 
Bold Leadership Needed 

“America must give bold and 
imaginative leadership in building 
a free world alliance around the 
common denominators of our com- 


Reuther, in the keynote address, criticized both the Eisenhower Administration and Congress for 
“middle-of-the-® 


his personal prestige” to assert the 
“primacy of law and order.” But, 
it added, the Democratic Party has 
been “paralyzed by yielding to its 
segregationist wing,” and the Re- 
publican Party “has shown itself 
basically indifferent to civil rights.” 
The convention gave its ap- 
proval to three Democratic pres- 
idential aspirants—Gov. Averell 


into decay,” “persists in the cruel 
policy of lower farm prices and 
fewer farmers” which has already 
brought on an “agricultural depres- 7 
sion,” and has brought about “the 
growth of a new feudalism” which 
he described as a “socialism of cor- 
porate power.” 

The 400 delegates re-elected Jo- 
seph L. Rauh, Jr., Washington at- 


LOOKING AT SAFETY EXHIBITS at the nationwide conference 
are (from left) Harry Read, AFL-CIO; John Gruden, UAW Ford 
Local 600; and Paul E. Gurske, director, Bureau of Labor Stand- 


Harriman of New York, Sen. 
Estes Kefauver (Tenn.) and for- 
mer Illinois Gov. Adlai E. Ste- 
venson. Each, it declared, is 
“eminently qualified” for the 
nomination because they are 
“men of forceful liberal convic- 
tion.” 

In greetings to the convention, 
former Pres. Harry S. Truman 
charged that the “Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration is preparing for us an- 
other election campaign of high- 
level Presidential smiles and low- 
level Vice Presidential smears.” 

Hitting the Administration in the 
fields of foreign, farm and eco- 
nomic policies, Truman said Pres. 
Eisenhower “has allowed the grand 
alliance of the free nations to fall 


torney, as national chairman. 

They also named Reuther and 
five other AFL-CIO vice presidents 
to the national board. The latter 
include Pres. L. S. Buckmaster of 
the Rubber Workers, Pres. James 
B. Carey of the Electrical Workers, 
Pres. A. J. Hayes of the Machin- 
ists, Pres. O. A. Knight of the 
Oil & Chemical Workers, and Pres. 
David Dubinsky of the Ladies’ 
Garment Workers. 


Charge Fraud 
On New Jersey 
Legislature 


Newark, N. J.—A charge that 
three employer groups were at- 
tempting “a fraud on the legisla- 
ture” with amendments to work- 
men’s compensation laws has been 
made by the State Industrial Union 
Council. 

IUC Pres. Paul Krebs made the 
statement after analyzing proposals 
made by the New Jersey Chamber 
of Commerce, New Jersey Manu- 
facturers Association and the state’s 
Self-Insurers Association. He 
termed them likewise a fraud “on 
the public, injured workers, chil- 
dren, widows and dependents and 
the medical and legal professions.” 

Krebs said “the employer case is 
based on unsupported assertions, 
erroneous or fraudulent statistics 
and a selfish desire to increase prof- 
its at the expense of the sick, the 
injured and the deceased.” . He 
called on the Legislature to reject 
the proposals.” 


mon ideals with other free men,” 
he said. 

“We need to begin to build the 
free world alliance in a common 
effort to fight for the things we be- 
lieve in, rather than a struggle 
against the things that we oppose.” 

He warned the Democrats not 
to imitate the Administration by 
trying to “straddle” the civil 
rights issue. The Democrats can 
win in the coming elections, he 
said, but only if “they offer the 
American people the kind of 
clear choice that would provide 
both the policies, programs and 
leadership for extending the New 
Deal and the Fair Deal into the 
future.” 

“If the Democratic party tries to 
straddle the civil rights issue, I, for 
one, will not support it,” Reuther 
said. “This is not a political ques- 
tion. This is a moral question, and 
unless a party that seeks political 
power is prepared to dedicate that 
power to a moral purpose, it has no 
right to such power. 

“The Democratic party will have 
to choose between Sen. Eastland 
and Walter Reuther. It cannot 
have both of us in 1956.” 

The liberal, anti-Communist or- 
ganization adopted policy state- 
ments declaring that “ADA must 
oppose with all its resources an 
Eisenhower-Nixon ticket” and 
charging that “both political parties 
have failed in their responsibilities” 
in the field of civil rights. 

Back Three Candidates 

The latter resolution declared 
that the failure is “first of all” the 
failure of Pres. Eisenhower “to use 


Maritime Union 
Welcomes Truman 


New York—More than the 
traditional captain’s welcome 
awaited former Pres. Harry 
S. Truman when he boarded 
the S.S. United States enroute 
to Europe. The four-man 
ship’s committee representing 
1,060 members of the Mari- 
time Union was also on deck. 

A formal message to Tru- 
man from the crew declared: 

“You have steered our ship 
of state through many a 
stormy sea. Please be -as- 
sured now that every one of 
us will dedicate every effort 
to making your trip aboard 
the S.S. United States a se- 
rene and comfortable one.” 


& 


HARMONY PREVAILED at the sixth annual labor-management dinner sponsored by the Trades and 
Labor Council of twin cities Neenah and Menasha, Wis. Seated, from left, are Vice Pres. Raymond A. 
Richard of Pulp-Sulphite Workers, Donald Turner and Mowry Smith, Menasha industrialists. Standing 
is Sec. Al Hass, Pulp-Sulphite Local 210. 


ards, Dept. of Labor. é‘ : 


Unions Often I 
On Safety—Schnitzler 


By Hollace Ransdell 
Every year 14,000 workers in this country are killed on the job 
and nearly 2 million are injured. 


What should be done to cut down what Pres. Eisenhower called 
this “tragic” toll of industrial ac-> 


enored 


cidents was the theme of the Presi- 
dent’s three-day conference on Oc- 
cupational Safety, held in Wash- 
ington. 

The conference was attended by 
close to 3,000 representatives of 
industry and labor, together with 
Officials of federal, state and local 
government agencies from the 48 
states, District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico and Canada. Over 100 of 
them were union representatives. 

In his remarks at the opening 
session-in Constitution Hall, Eisen- 
hower, referring to the 38,000 
killed last year in traffic accidents, 
said that “the number we lose 
through occupational accidents is 
not so large, but in a way it is more 
tragic.” Much of it could be 
eliminated “through proper spread 
of information, proper adoption of 
methods and procedures,” he main- 
tained. 


Recalls Union Fights 
AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler, in a major speech, 
pointed out that labor was the pio- 
neer in the field of industrial safety. 
“One of the earliest fights we 
waged was for the achievement of 
workmen’s compensation laws and 


‘| factory inspection and safety laws,” 
‘| he said. 


“It is often forgotten that we 
achieved workmen’s compensation 
laws and state safety laws over the 
fierce opposition of representatives 
of management.” 

But protective legislation was 
gradually passed, not “just because 
of our logic or our powers of per- 
suasion,” Schnitzler added. 

“We won our fight because men 
and women died—died horribly— 
died needlessly,” he said, citing as 
One example the Triangle Shirt- 
waist Co. fire in New York in 1911, 
when 145 young women lost their 
lives. 

But factory inspection and safe- 
ty laws “have not kept pace with 
the tremendous advances of the. in- 
dustrial world,” Schnitzler declared. 


Wild Life vs. Human Life 


“We have states where there are 
more game inspectors than factory 
inspectors, as though wild life is 


s|considered more important than 


human life. . . . In every battle in 
every state legislature, over the is- 
| sue of workmen’s compensation im- 
provements, we have been opposed 


=| by the organizations representing 
| business and industry.” 


This opposition had sometimes 
| puzzled him, Schnitzler said, but he 
| believed much of it comes “from a 

kind of cash register mind that is 
unable to see that a short-range 
profit in cash could be a long-range 
deficit in human values. .. .” 

Discussing the need of coopera- 


tion between management and la- 
bor in plant safety, Schnitzler said 
that “in all too many companies the 
unions are ignored or scorned or 
fought when they attempt to get 
into the safety picture,” yet if given 
a chance they had much to con- 
tribute. 

The conference has served “an 
excellent purpose in bringing the 
need for occupational safety before 
the public,” Schnitzler added, “but 
it serves no purpose at all if the 
noble words which are uttered here 
are not matched by concrete deeds 
back home.” 


Other Unionists Speak 

Two other union officials also 
spoke. They were Vice-Pres. P. L. 
Siemiller of the Machinists, and 
John Gruden, co-director of the 
Health and Safety Dept. of Ford 
Local 600, Auto Workers. 

With few exceptions, the states 
“are not doing the job they should 
be doing in occupational safety,” 
Siemiller told the conference. The 
reason is that “they don’t see what’s 
in it for them, they don’t see where 
there’s any revenue in promoting 
job safety, they don’t see any ben- 
efits or value, they don’t realize 
what good they can do.” 

Another big difficulty, he said, is 
that staff people are too often ap- 
pointed to jobs for purely political 
reasons rather than for their knowl- 
edge of the safety program. 

“Some of these so-called factory 
inspectors just don’t know the dif- 
ference between a tool room and 
a pool room,” Siemiller said. “Or 
I should say, their knowledge is 
perhaps more about pool rooms 
than tool rooms.” 


Established in 1949 . 

Gruden described the union’s ac- 
cident prevention program at Ford’s 
River Rouge plant, where the 
world’s largest single local has been 
in existence since 1941. 

In 1946, he said, “we established 
a local union safety committee, the 
first purpose of which was to make 
union leaders as well as members 
more safety conscious.” 

Classes open to all union mem- 
bers were held at summer schools 
and also at union headquarters. 
Safety committees were formed in 
each of the plant’s 18 units, Gruden 
said, and the committee officers 
were kept out of union politics. 
By 1950 a full health and safety 
department was set up within the 
local. Since then the community 
plant safety organization has been 
extended to all Ford Motor Co. 
plants. 

During the last nine years, Gru- 
den added, company-wide accident 
frequency rates have dropped 84 
percent and the severity rate is 
down by 67 percent. 
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Two Simple Truths 


ABOR Sec. James P. Mitchell has been making some Democrats 
a squirm by his charges that the Administration “labor program” 
is being held up by refusal of House Labor Committee Chairman 
Graham Barden to hold hearings on bills. Mitchell has much truth 
on his side, and the anti-union Barden is a liability to his party. 
All the same, Mitchell shouldn’t be allowed to get away with 
his disclaimer of responsibility for the delays in Congress on 
Taft-Hartley revision and extended minimum-wage coverage. 

The so-called Administration “labor program” consists of de- 
sirable but rather minor bills. The Taft-Hartley proposals are a 
disgrace—still a meanspirited withdrawal from Pres. Eisenhower’s 
1952 campaign pledge to get rid of “union-busting” sections. 

Mitchell’s own performance on minimum wage coverage leaves 
him little leeway to throw stones at anybody. He has no bill on 
the subject, he has refused to announce a program, he postponed. 
a scheduled hearing before the Senate Labor Subcommittee. 

Even Barden on the House Labor Committee can be compelled 
to hold hearings on bills if Mitchell and the GOP leadership will 
furnish just one or two Republican committee votes to order him 
to do so. } . ‘ 

What we have thus far is a bipartisan failure in the House com- 
mittee—and Mitchell and the Administration have not furnished 
an ounce of drive or executive forcefulness to correct this failure. 
This, too, is the truth, and Secretary Mitchell knows it. 


What Unions Are For 


FL-CIO Pres. George Meany underscored his emphasis on high 
standards for union officials when he endorsed ILGWU Pres. 
David Dubinsky’s criticisms of those few labor leaders who some- 
how combine their union work with highly profitable private busi- 
hess connections. 

This does not apply, he warned, to small enterprisers such as 
master barbers and employing printers who traditionally have re- 
tained their union cards. It applies to people who fundamentally 
play on both sides of the collective bargaining table. 

“Trade unions,” he pointed out, “were created for one very sim- 
ple purpose—to build up the standards of life and work of the 
members.” Leaders serve this purpose best when they stick to that 
one very simple objective. 


Vote for the Children 


HERE are signs that the long-stalled aid to schools bill can 
soon be brought out of the House Rules Committee for floor 
debate and action. The issue, at that time, will be simple—the 
rights of children, all American children, to a decent education. 
Let the House pass the bill by the overwhelming majority it de- 
serves and there will be a good chance for Senate action. The 
Senate years ago passed a sound aid-to-schools bill, and the prece- 
dent will unquestionably be controlling if and when the House acts. 
There are three basic bills pending—Pres. Eisenhower’s proposal 
for $1.25 billion in federal aid over five years, Rep. Augustine Kel- 
ley’s Education Committee-approved measure for $1.6 billion in 
four years, Sen. Lister Hill’s bill for $1 billion in two years, with the 
clear implication involved in such a program that more would come. 
The shortage of school classrooms and lack of decent teachers’ 
salaries are a disgrace in prosperous America. Let House mem- 
bers remember that a vote for schools is a vote for the children. 
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The Pointing 
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Finger 


(The following editorial by 
George Meany is reprinted from 
the June issue of the AFL-CIO 
American Federationist.) 


The Eighty-Fourth Congress, 
now drifting toward final adjourn- 
ment, thus far has compiled a rec- 
ord almost totally devoid of con- 


structive accomplishment. While 
there is still time in the next few 


weeks to make up for some past 
sins of omission, there appears to 
be little urgency in Congress for 
definite action on major national 
problems. — 


To a certain extent, the attitude 
in Congress reflects a general pub- 
lic apathy. It also stems from re- 
luctance to become embroiled in 
any controversial issue in a na- 
tional election year. The entire 
membership of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and one-third of the 
Senators come up for reelection 
next November. 


Legislation Dormant 


For that very reason, if there 
ever was a time when our lawmak- 
ers could be expected to respond 


quickly to the will of the people, 
it is now. But the voters must let 


their Congressman and Senators 
know they want action. 

We believe there are several 
broad areas where failure of Con- 


_| gress to enact pending legislation 


will prove damaging to the public 
interest. 

Take the school system. It has 
fallen into a disgraceful state of 
neglect. The states have not kept 
pace with the needs of American 
children, either in providing safe 
and decent school buildings or in 
maintaining high quality standards 
of education. There is almost uni- 
versal agreement that a Federal 
program of aid to education must 


be enacted promptly to overcome 


this emergency. Yet the legislation 
is lying dormant in Congress. 

Housing presents another press- 
ing problem. Slums are multiply- 
ing and blighted areas increasing 
both in city and rural areas. While 
the private construction industry is 
building many new homes, must of 
them are priced far out of reach 
of the average family with mod- 
erate income. We have repeatedly 
urged Congress to enact an over-all 
housing program, including public 
housing as well as encouragement 
for greater construction of reason- 
ably priced homes. It is still await- 
ing action. ° 

Health Needs Lag 

The nation’s health needs are 
likewise lagging. We need a bold, 
forward-looking program of hos- 
pital construction and medical re- 
search so that an intensive attack 
can be made with the latest scien- 
tific discoveries and equipment 
against the major illnesses which 
still afflict mankind. The Senate 
has passed an inadequate authoriza- 
tion for construction of non-federal 


“My wife retained her union 
membership after we were mar- 
ried, and boy!—do I have to 


sign some agreements!” 


Congress Sidesteps Major Issues 


research facilities, but the House 
has taken no action as yet. 


Last year the House passed a 
new social security bill with two 
decided improvements over the 
present law. It makes retirement 
benefits available to totally and per- 
manently disabled persons at the 
age of 50, instead of them having 
to wait until 65. It also provides 
that social security benefits be 
made available to women at 62 in- 
stead of 65. These changes are so 
obviously desirable that no sensible 
person could oppose them, yet the 
Senate, at this writing, has still not 
voted its approval. 


Numerous Issues 


Another vital proposal, which is 
being considered by the Senate 
Labor Committee but has not yet 
been taken up in the House, pro- 
vides for broader coverage of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act to pro- 
tect millions of .workers now ex- 
cluded. Both the President and the 
Secretary of Labor have urged such 
action and the Democratic leaders 
of Congress have supported it all 
along, yet it is becoming increas- 
ingly doubtful whether Congress 
will act on it before adjournment. 

There are numerous other issues, 
including civil rights, tax relief for 
low-income families, sound farm 
legislation and correction of the 
manifest injustices of the Taft- 
Hartley Act which Congress should 
deal with in the public interest. 
The prospects for all of these are 
exceedingly dim, however, in view 
of their controversial nature and 
the short time still remaining be- 
fore adjournment. ; 


That’s the way the Congressional 
picture looks at this moment. It 
is not encouraging. Perhaps we 
cannot look for any substantial im- 
provement unless the voters of this 
country elect strong liberal major- 
ities in November to the new Con- 
gress. If any partial progress is to 
be salvaged from the present Con- 
gress, however, it will come only if 
the people let their elected Repre- 
sentatives and Senators know by 
postcards, letters or telegrams that 
they want action now. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Saturday, May 19, 1956 Page Seven 


INFORMAL UNVEILING of portraits of the late Pres. Roosevelt and the late Philip hii served 
to introduce the Philip Murray Building, new home of the Electrical Workers, to the public. It GREAT SEAL of the union, a replica of the pin ciatiine wear in 
stands on 16th St. in Washington. . their lapels, is embedded in the lobby floor. 


c EYE IS CAUGHT on entering building by ania of Philip Murray, late president of former CIO. 
: Admiring it (from left) are Mrs. Roosevelt, TUE Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett, Mrs. Murray, IUE Pres. TYPICAL OFFICE is res by TUE Publicity. Dir. Arthur D. 


James B. Carey and Mrs. Bessie Hillman, widow of the late Sidney Hillman. Riordan and his secretary, Mrs. Geraldine Green. 


y OIL PAINTING of late Pres. Roosevelt occupies a place of honor in IUE’s new ROOMY QUARTERS of the kind occupied by the staff are shown in this corner 
home. At unveiling are (from left) IUE Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett, Mrs. Philip Mur- of the comptroller’s office. Headquarters of Newspaper Guild also are in the 
ray, Mrs. Roosevelt, Mrs. Bessie Hillman and IVE Pres. James B. Carey. Philip Murray Building. 
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Saturday, May 19, 1956 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Magazine Feature Section 


HERO MEMBERS of Utility Workers Local 223 received the annual 
Alex Dow award from the Detroit Edison Co. for saving the life of a 


ime) 82 


fellow employe trapped in a burning crane. Joseph Kava (left) is a 
construction rigger and John J. Horning is a bridgeman. 


Negroes Termed Greatest 
Undeveloped Resource 


New York—tThe 15 million Negroes who constitute the nation’s 


largest minority group are “the 


single most undeveloped human 


resource in the country,” a Columbia University study declared. 


A 144-page report of the Con-‘ 
servation of Human Resources 
Project estimated that if the educa- 
tion of Negroes were raised to the 
same level as white students out- 
side the South, the total number of 
Negro high school graduates would 
be more than doubled and Negro 
college graduates would increase 
from 9,000 to 27,000 annually. 


Important Potential 


The importance of this potential 
to the nation at this time of critical 
manpower shortages was stressed by 
the project, which is supported by 
15 of the country’s major business 
and industrial] companies. 

Director Eli Ginzberg, who pre- 
pared the report, said that there is 
“little chance” of bringing about 
educational equality without steady 
progress toward racial integration. 
Many changes must come not only 
in the schools but in the Negro 
community itself, he says, in terms 
of family life and child upbringing, 
if Negroes are to be adequately 
prepared to take advantage of the 
new opportunities for better em- 
ployment. 

Warning against complacency 
over “the spectacular gains” in the 
Negro’s economic position during 
the past 15 years, Ginzberg at- 
tributes these gains primarily to 
continuing economic prosperity. 

“The best hope for the Negro’s 
speedy and complete integration 
into American society,” the report 
declares, “lies in the continuation 
of a strong and virile economy in 
which his labor is needed and his 
skills and capabilities are re- 
warded.” 

Three Danger Points 

The project lists three “danger 
points” which could retard future 
progress of the Negro. These are 
a depression “in which Negroes 
would be more vulnerable,” a great 
increase in automation “which 
would weaken the position of the 
unskilled,” and the counter-move- 
ment in the South against the Su- 
nee Court anti-segregation rul- 

gs. 


The report says that, while it is, 


difficult to estimate the strength of 
the countermovement, it is believed 
that pressures from every side “will 
induce the South to steer away from 
a self-destructive recalcitrance.” 

Ginzberg and his associates made 
clear that discrimination against 
Negroes exists throughout the en- 
tire nation. Although it is greatest 
in the South, they found that it is 
having an adverse effect upon the 
nation’s future development in the 
North as well. 


FCC Stymies 
Phone Bid toe 
Soak Users 


Nudged by the Communications 
Workers and by state rate-making 
bodies, the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission has stymied the 
attempt of telephone industry offi- 
cials to charge charitable and com- 
munity contributions to expenses 
instead of having them come from 
profits. 

Almost.a year ago American 
Tel. & Tel., the U. S. Independent 
Telephone Association, Western 
Union, RCA and the Hawaiian Tel. 
Co. asked the FCC to change its 
accounting procedures and permit 
contributions to be charged to tele- 
phone users. ; 

CWA submitted a brief opposing 
the rule change. It noted that un- 
ion members who are employed 
by the companies make contribu- 
tions to charity from their own 
pockets. There is no reason, the 
union said, “why the telephone 
subscriber should be forced to foot 
the bill for the charity contribution 
of a company official, 

The FCC ruled 4-3 to keep the 
rule as it is. The three who voted 
to saddle the public with company 
contributions to chambers of com- 
merce, the Red Cross, local hos- 
pitals and lobbying groups among 
others are all Eisenhower appoint- 
ees. One commissioner who op- 
posed the idea has a term which 
expires this month, 


Mow to Buy: 


By Sidney Margolius 


OUR cost of living is creeping up this summer, 

largely because of climbing meat prices. But 
there are also some good buying opportunities offered 
by the big unsold stocks of 1956 cars and the sharp 
price competition on household appliances. Smaller 
automatic washers 
(eight-pound capac- 
ity) have been priced 
as low as $99 at re- 
cent sales. 

Too, the first signs 
are appearing of a 
leveling off in cost 
of building materials 
and houses after six 
years of price in- 
creases. 

Here are tips on 
buying opportunities 
for June: 

CARS: Over 800,- © 
000 1956 models are 
| in dealers’ hands and 
| must be worked off before the °57 models are intro- 
| duced in early fall. In some cities, dealers report, 
buyers can get any kind of 1956 model for 5 percent 
|above the wholesale price, and most models at 3 
| percent above. On the popular-price models, dis- 
| counts are reported to range from $400 up, and on 
| higher-price models, $700 and more. 

Such discounts represent a good buying opportu- 
nity, especially since the used-car market has re- 
| mained firm this spring. Some changes are expected 
on 1957 models, but list prices may be higher too. 


Making Ends Meet: 


By Nancy Pratt 


ETAIL food prices, over all, should remain at 

about the same level as last year, according to 
the latest government estimates of the outlook for 
this season’s crops. 

Of course there will be changes for individual 

Fa : 
foods, particularly 
reflecting seasonal 
variations in supply. 
This is true not only 
of prices of fresh 
fruits and vegetables, 
but also of meats, 
which have quite 
definite seasonal ups 
and downs. 

For example, 
you'll pay more for 
bacon, ham and 
other pork products 
in the next few 
months because pork 
prices tend to ad- 
vance in summer as 
supplies from last 
fall’s crop of pigs decline. Also beginning in sum- 
mer, price differences between top and lower grades 
of beef will be wider than in recent months. There 
will be less of the top-grade beef cuts—the steaks 
and roasts—and more of the lower-grade beef suit- 
able for braising or pot roasting. 


Retail prices for eggs and turkeys are expected to 
be somewhat lower than last year, and lower-than- 
average chicken prices should continue at least 
through the summer. 


800,000 Cars Looking for Buyers 


In comparing prices, note that the dealer’s margin 
on a car is 25 percent of the list price of the basic 
car, but on optional equipment, his margin goes up 
to 40 percent. You can’t expect to get both a sizable 
discount and an overallowance on the trade-in value 
of your own car. Because some buyers do expect 
both, many dealers have resorted to exaggerating 
basic list prices, or the cost of accessories and two- 
tone paint jobs. Other methods of price packing in- 
clude spurious or exaggerated “handling,” finance 
and insurance fees. 
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ORK CLOTHES: Chino work clothes have be- 

come increasingly popular where a little better 
appearance is wanted than the usual dungarees pro- 
vide. Chinos, of course, are the Army suntan twill, 
but for civilian uses they come in other colors be- 
sides khaki. Standard-quality chinos are made of 
two-ply combed cotton. Lower-price twills frequently 
are carded instead of combed cotton, which has the 
weak short fibers combed out, and are generally 
lighter than the 8.2-ounce standard grade. You can’t 
expect as much wear from them. 

HOUSES: Lumber and other structural materials 
have gone up about 5 percent just this year, while 
metal materials have jumped about 11 percent. Heat- 
ing and electrical supplies have been especially costly 
because of soaring prices of copper. However, there 
are a few signs that some materials are leveling off. 
Plywood prices have been trimmed, and copper 
prices have receded from their recent peaks. Price 
tags on building plots in and around large cities also 
have stopped climbing. 


(Copyright 1956 by Sidney Margolius) 


Retail Food Price Outlook Stable 


In the fruit line, retail prices of fresh citrus fruits 
are expected to continue higher this year than last. 
Unless you live in California, oranges will probably 
go up in price during the summer months. Prices 
of fresh peaches, pears and berries will depend, in 
good part, on weather conditions in the next few 
weeks. 

Most other groceries, such as cereals, sugar and 
salad oils, should continue at about last year’s price 


level. But if you’re a purist about buying only pure © 


olive oil for salads, you'll have to pay a few cents 
more than before. Olive oil prices have already 
jumped and will probably go higher. Domestic oils 
may possibly follow this trend. 
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ON’T throw away summer hats and frills just 

because they’ve lost some of their sparkle. A 

little ingenuity can often restore such doo-dads almost 
as good as new. 

If a hat gets that dingy look it may just be that 
the veil and flowers are worn. You can very easily 
buy new flowers to replace the old ones. And you 
can put new life in limp veils by putting them be- 
tween two sheets of waxed paper and ironing them. 
But press around any sequins or other metallic deco- 
rations. If you press them, the heat from the iron 
will take away their sparkle. 

Flowers can be perked up by clipping away leaves, 
stems and outside petals that look worn. Then press 
the good petals, taking care to reshape the flower as 
you press. 

Keep artificial flowers in a hat box or a special 
drawer. If you put them in with gloves or other 
clothes, they get crushed. , 


THE AIMS of the AFL-CIO and its meaning for Americans were detailed by Pres. George Mean 


(third from right) when he appeared as a guest on the New York Times Youth Forum, a television 
production, 
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Soup to Nonsense: 


A Letter to My Young Daughter 


By Jane Goodsell 
EAR KATIE; 


Yesterday afternoon, when you came home 
from school, you left your coat and your hat and 
your boots lying on the stairs instead of putting 
them away in the closet, and I got mad at you. 

“You looked at me 
with those big, 
brown eyes of yours 
and said, “Mommy, 
why are you so 
cross?” 

And I, getting 
even crosser, shouted 
“that I wasn’t cross. 

Thee story I am 

about to tell you 
isn’t exactly true, but 
it isn’t a fairy tale, 
either. I guess it’s 
sort of a true story— 
that might have hap- 
pened. 

Once upon a time 
—and it could have been yesterday—a gentleman, 
whom neither you nor I know, got out of bed and 
stubbed his toe against the bureau, which put him 
into such a bad humor that he complained that his 
breakfast eggs were overcooked and his bacon soggy, 
which hurt his wife’s feelings so much that she gave 
the laundryman the dickens because her husband’s 
shirts had too much starch in them. 

This put the laundryman into such a grouch that 
he telephoned his wife to tell her that he had changed 
his mind and didn’t want to take her to a movie that 


For Your Health’s Sake: 


night, which made his wife so resentful that she 
refused to let the man standing directly behind her 
at the grocery checkstand go ahead of her, although 
he had only a Joaf of bread and a can of peas and 
she had two carts full of groceries, and her lack of 
consideration so infuriated the man that he bawled 
out his secretary for putting a letter that should have 
gone into the “Out” basket into the “In” basket. 

This made the secretary so irritable that she 
snapped at the messenger boy for being late, which 
made him so mad that he let the door of the building 
slam straight into the face of a lady who had an 
armful of packages, which ruined the lady’s disposi- 
tion to the extent that she refused to back up her 
car so that the lady driving the car ahead of her 
could back into a parking space directly in front of 
the shop where she was going, which meant that the 
lady had to drive around and around for 15 minutes 
before finding a parking space six blocks away, which 
made the lady so cross that she yelled at her little 
girl for not hanging up her hat and coat. 

The little girl was so resentful that she quarreled 
with her best friend, who went home in a huff and 
teased her little sister, who began whining, which 
made her mother so nervous that she burned the pork 
chops she was cooking for dinner, which put her 
husband into such a bad humor that he kicked the 
dog. 

Since this isn’t a fairy tale, nobody in it lived 
happily ever after, but they all felt better the next day 
except for the people who were kept awake by the 
dog, who barked half the night. . 

I’m sorry I was cross. 

Love, 
MOMMY. 


Medical Care Drains Pocketbook 


By Dr. Morris Brand 


LTHOUGH progress has been made in covering 
some of the costs of hospital care and in-hospital 
physicians’ services, the costs of medical care outside 
the hospital, that is, the home and doctors’ offices, 
still have a severe impact on the family pocketbook. 


barrier very few seek 


aminations, and too 
few seek physicians’ 


course of an illness 


fits of modern medi- 
cal science. 


diagnosis and treat- 


cause for the high 
tate of chronic and 


found in this nation. 


riers, too: inertia, lack of interest, fear of learning 
that one has an illness, etc. But the financial barrier 
is high on the list of deterrents. 

The method to lower or remove this barrier is 
“insurance.” This permits the pooling of resources 
(premiums) and spreading the risk (payments for 
services). Prepaying the premiums makes it possible 
for the worker to budget in advance for the unpre- 
dictable illnesses and injuries. There are several 
types of pre-payment medical insurance plans in 
operation today. They are classified into several 
Major groups in accordance with sponsorship. 


1. Commercial—sold by various insurance com- 
panies. 

2. Cooperative or consumer sponsored—e.g., 
the Group Health plans in Washington, D. C., and 
Puget Sound in Seattle, Wash. 

3. Union sponsored—e.g., Amalgamated Insur- 
ance Fund, ACWA and Labor Health Institute, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


4. Employer—e.g., Consolidated Edison Co. of 
New York. 


Because of this 


periodic medical ex- 


services early in the 


to obtain the bene- 


The lack of early 


ment is a major 


disabling conditions 


There are other bar- 


5. Employer and employe—e.g., New York 
Hotel Workers Association in New York and Sid- 
ney Hillman Health Center in New York, Phila- 
delphia and Chicago. 

6. Private—e.g., Ross-Loos Medical Center in 
Los Angeles. 

The plans are then classified as follows: 


1. Direct Service Plans. The entire cost of the 
physicians’ services are paid for by the insurance 
plan. There are no additional costs above the pre- 
mium to be insured. Examples are Health Insurance 
Plan of Greater New York (HIP), the Hillman Health 
Centers, Union Health Center of the ILGWU in New 
York, AFL Medical Plan in Philadelphia and the 
“service plan” under the Blue Shield programs for 
families below certain incomes. 
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HMoliysood Observer: 
‘Raintree County’ Sets 


Have Crews ‘A- Hujpphi’ 


By Paul Patrick 


FOLLY WooD—Any day now, the good folks of Natched, Miss., 


will be invaded by the vanguard of several hundred Hollywood 
technicians and actors in the biggest movement of personnel, prop- 
erty and equipment in MGM’s 32 years of picture making. 

They’re going there as Unit No. 1 of “Raintree County,” $5,500,- 
000 dramatization of the late Ross Lockridge, Jr.’s massive novel. 
A total of 28 location settings will be used near Natchez, and 
Tiptonville, Tenn., and Danville, Ky., whose oo will 
reap quite a harvest of Hollywood dollars. 

The production has the highest budget of any domestic picture in 
MGM’s history and stars Montgomery Clift, Elizabeth’ Taylor and 
Eva Marie Saint. There’s a record 119 speaking roles for actors. 
The producer is David Lewis and the director Edward Dmytryk. 

(Since this column was written, Montgomery Clift was injured in 
an auto accident, delaying the picture’s production schedule by 
about two weeks.) 

Figuring 100 shooting days, the cost per day is $55,000—and 
this isn’t hay even by Hollywood standards. “Raintree County” will 
be the first picture to be filmed in the studio’s new 65-millimeter 
process. The finished version is expected to take three hours’ run- 
ning time on the theater screen. 

Ten trucks and three escort cars have left MGM’s Culver City 
studios with 200 tons of props, sets, costumes and other equipment, 
en route to Natchez. A similar convoy will be en route to Tipton- 
ville. Later, both units will converge on Danville, where six weeks 
of location filming is scheduled. 

At each location point, expert construction crews will recreate 
scenes typical of early-day small-town Indiana, of Civil War battle- 
fields and southern plantations. 

As soon as the sets are completed, three special planes carrying 
134 of the camera crew and cast will take off from Los Angeles. 

All hotel and motel accommodations within a radius of 25 miles 
of each location site have been reserved in advance to assure ade- 
quate quarters for the “Raintree County” company. 


There are so many fine.actors in the large cast, in addition to 
Clift, Taylor and Saint, that space will not allow the printing of all 


2. Indemnity Plans. Here the insurance carrier 
pays the physicians in accordance with an established 
list of fees. If the doctors’ fees are higher than the | 
fees scheduled the consumer pays the differences. 
Examples are the Blue Shield surgical and in-hospital 
care plans for those with incomes above a specified 
amount, the ACWA surgical plan and nearly all plans 
sold by commercial carriers. 


kkk 

HE types of medical programs available are 

classified below, but not all of them are available 
in all areas. 

1. Comprehensive medical and hospital care. 
This includes preventive services, diagnostic X-ray 
and laboratory procedures and treatment in the 
hospital, home and physicians’ offices. Occasion- 
ally it includes dental care. An example of this 
total program is the Labor Health Institute of 
St. Louis. 

2. Comprehensive medical care without hos- 
pitalization. An example is HIP in New York. 

3. Limited programs: 

a. Surgery only. 

Surgery and in-hospital physician services. 
Surgery and in-hospital and obstetrical serv- 


Dental care only. 

e. Diagnosis, X-ray and laboratory procedures 
only. 

f. Preventive services, diagnostic procedures and 
treatments in doctors’ offices or in a medical center. 


UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION was under discussion for much of the session at the fourth 
tegional conference on social insurance in Phoenix, Ariz. AFL-CIO representatives from California, 
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Arizona attended the parleys, which also took up workmen’s 
Compensation and state laws governing health and welfare plans. 


Elizabeth Taylor Rests Between Scenes 
their names, but here are some of them: Nigel Patrick, Lee Marvin, 


Rod Taylor, Agnes Moorehead, Walter Abel, Rhys Williams, Myrna 
Hansen, Jarma Lewis, Tom Drake. 


xk * 


NSWERING your questions: 
Q. Was that really Snub Pollard, the oldtime silent comedy 
star, I saw in a recent movie? 

A. It certainly was. Snub is still active in pictures as an extra 
and bit player. He’s a member of the Board of nome of 
Screen Extras Guild. 


Q. When are we going to be able to see the sinaia “Moby 
Dick”? 

A. Its world premiere will take place on June 27 in three New 
Bedford, Mass., theaters. General release throughout the country 
will follow a month or so later. 


Q. What happened to Louise Beavers? 
A. She’s just completed a role in Warner’s “Good-by, My 
Lady,” James Street’s touching story of a boy and his dog, and 
has been signed for a featured part in “Teaeny," Universal pic- 


ture starring Debbie Reynolds. 
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Bread and Butter Facts: 


Study Shows Big Steel 
Can Afford Pay Raise 


By Frank L. Fernbach 
Economist, Dept. of Research 


TEEL is in the news. z 


Wage negotiations are coming up which will have an impact || 


on unions everywhere. 


- Besides, what happens in this great basic industry—to wages, ; 
prices, profits, production and manhour output—has a vast eco-|' 
_ nomic effect. In large measure it is true that “As Steel Goes, So|' 


Goes The Nation.” 


Therefore, a recent study by the United Steelworkers on the 1955 |: 
financial story of the U. S. Steel Corp.—bellwether of the industry |; 


—should be front-page news. 


The report begins: “The 1955 financial story of U. S. Steel can 
be simply described. It was the best—by far! Comparison with |; 


‘all other years set off 1955 in a category by itself. It is the only 
year in the entire history of the corporation that: 

“Sales exceeded $4 billion ($4.1 billion). 
“Profits before taxes exceeded $700 million ($736.1 million). 
“Net profits (after taxes) exceeded $300 million ($370.1 mil- 

lion). 
“Common stock dividends exceeded $100 million ($122.9 mil- 
lion).” 

What’s more, the report continues, “as far as 1956 is concerned, 
the prospects are that net profits will be at least as high as the 1955 
level—even assuming a moderate downturn in the latter half of the 
year and a substantial wage increase in mid-1956.” 

a. =a = 

B UT we must also take a backward look, if we really want to 

gauge what lies ahead. 

A comparison of 1955 with 1954 isn’t entirely appropriate, 
since operating levels were lower in the latter year. So, the Steel- 
worker study turns to 1953, when production and shipments were 
almost identical with 1955. This is what they found: 

1955 1953 

Ingot Production (tons) 35.3 Million 35.8 Million 

Shipments of Finished 

Steel (tons) ....... 25.5 Million 25.1 Million +1.7% 

Although production was about the same in these two years, the 
story is quite different with regard to sales, profits, employment, 
manhours worked and production costs: 


% Change 
—1.4% 


1955 1953 % Change 
Sales ............. $4.10 Billion $3.86 Billion -+ 6.1% 
Profits before Taxes.. $736 Million $545 Million -+35.0% 
Net Profits ........ $370 Million $222 Million -+66.6% 
Employment ....... 272,646 301,560 — 9.6% 
Total Manhours .... 533.7 Million 595.5 Million —10.4% 


Employment Costs .. $1.614 Billion 
Material Costs ..... $1.355 Billion 
xk * 
OTE what these comparisons reveal: 
(1) With about 10 percent less workers and manhours worked, 
the same production was achieved in 1955 as in 1953. 

Thus the Steelworkers just about earned and paid for their own 
wage raises with higher productivity. Despite substantial wage in- 
creases in 1954 and 1955, total employment costs rose less than 
3 percent. 

(2) Since material outlays, on the other hand, actually dropped 
4.5 percent—total major costs of production actually went down! 

Thus, the facts refute repeated claim by the industry that wage 
increases cause, and are followed by, higher material costs. 

(3) The fantastic $148 million increase in profits after taxes in 
1955 over 1953—a 66.6 per cent rise—brought the corporation’s 
net return to 14.33 per cent of the stockholders’ total investment— 
more than twice the 6 percent which is normally considered fair. 

This amazing profit growth, the report points out, is mainly due to: 

“Unnecessarily increased steel prices and to greater production 
per manhour worked. Since costs were not increased, there was 
no need for increased prices.” 

And still most industrialists keep repeating—and much of the 
public keeps believing—the unfounded charge that higher wages 
justify and require further price rises. 


$1.569 Billion + 2.9% 
$1.419 Billion — 4.5% 


Chicago—Local 1031 of the Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers welcomed the coming of scheduled 
color TV to Chicago with a splash-bang musical 
extravaganza of its own. 


The local put on a stage spectacular, “Salute to 
Color Television,” in the union hall, which Pres. 
M. F. Darling estimated would have cost $300,000 
to produce on Broadway. 

Starring Imogene Coca, Muggsy Spanier, Frank 
Libuse, Lou Breese’s orchestra and an array of top- 
flight entertainment, the show ran for a week for 
private audiences of the union’s members, then 
wound up with a Sunday night performance with 
management representatives as guests. 

Local 1031 represents workers in 109 factories in 
the Chicago area which produce about 65 percent 
of the television and radio components for the entire 
United States. 

Darling believes the union show will help encour- 
age American industry to produce and sell more color 
television sets, the newest kingpin product of the 
electronics industry, thus creating more and better 
jobs for electronics workers. 


“Color television represents the next big advance,” 
he said. “We believe labor has as much at stake as 
management in promoting this new product.” 

Ambitious stage productions are nothing new for 
Local 1031, which has been putting on shows for the 
general membership meetings every month for the 
last 10 years. 

The local’s use of headline-quality entertainment 
to encourage membership interest was instituted as 
an anti-Communist measure, according to Darling. 

In 1946, when the union had only 2,000 members 
and some meetings were attended by as few as 200, 
the left wing tried to seize control by the familiar 
tactic of filibustering until the opposition had left 
the hall. 


COLOR TELEVISION was welcomed to Chicago by Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 1031 
with a gala show of their own. One of the stars was Imogene Coca, who needs no introduction and 
who is shown with Pres. M. F. Darling (left) of Local 1031 and Lou Breese, noted orchestra leader, 


Labor Salutes Chicago Color TV 


Darling met their strategy by producing a stage 
show which was so good that the members wouldn't 
stand for any filibustering during the business meet- 
ing which always preceded the show. Obstructionists 
were hooted out of the hall, and attendance at meet- 
ings rapidly increased. 

Communist infiltration never again became a seri- 
ous problem. 

In addition to a union officer’s normal chores of 
negotiating contracts, settling grievances and organ 
izing the unorganized, Darling has learned to write 
scripts, design sets and direct talent. 

The “Salute to Color Television” was handled by 
a professional theatrical staff, however, headed by 
Johnny Bachemin, choreographer and director. 


e 
Puerto Rico Labor 
e e e 
Aids Crippled Kids 

Ponce, Puerto Rico—The AFL-CIO in Puer- 
to Rico is cooperating wholeheartedly with the 
Puerto Rico chapter of the National Society 
for Crippled Children and Adults in an island- 
wide campaign to strengthen community re- 
sources for the crippled. 

Immediate aims of the society, which have 
the backing of organized labor, include a cen- 
ter building, expansion of rehabilitation center 
services, and establishment of both a school 
for academic and special training for crippled 
children, and a workshop where trades and 
skills may be taught. 

The Puerto Rico chapter of the society, 
though relatively young, has enlisted the serv- 
ices of many physicians and physical therapists 
for treatment of the crippled. 


"UNION MAID” = -A Serial Story 


— 


—By Bill Perkins 


GEE, ALICE--- IM SORRY 
1 DIDN’T DO BETTER AT 
BAT---| GUESS IMA 

LITTLE RUSTY! 


FORGET IT, GUS! 
YOU CAN BE ON MY 
TEAM ANYTIME--- 


AFTER ALL,! SAW YOU BAT 

A THOUSAND FOR THE UNION 
WHEN WE NEGOTIATED 
OUR LAST CONTRACT!!! 
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Willard ‘Shellon 


{THE DEPARTURE OF SEN. WALTER FRANKLIN 
GEORGE compels re-examination of the enormous ironies that 
accompanied it. These ironies and incidents, it just happens, may 
create Sreat difficulties for the Democratic party in November. 

Sen. George is highly respected by his colleagues. He is con- 
sidered by most of the Democrats, and many of the Republicans, 
a force for good, for righteousness, for the moderate American way. 

So a few months ago, thinking about the fact that George faced 
a fearsome primary threat from Herman Talmadge, the son of 
Old Gene, the father and son both race-baiting former governors 
of Georgia, most of the Southern Democrats in Congress decided 
to do something to “save” George. 

The device to “save” George was the so-called Southern “mani- 
festo,” a declaration denouncing the Supreme Court’s school de- 
segregation decision and promising to oppose it by all “lawful” 

eans. 

F The “manifesto” was marvelously tamed down before it got into 
print, signed by an eventual 101 southern representatives and 
senators. : 

This observer has been told its language, before modification, 
would “have made your hair curl.” It was a document drafted by 
the nullificationist, the ‘then Sen. Strom Thurmond of South Caro- 
lina, who in an odd sequence has resigned and is running for elec- 
tlon again. 

The man who tamed down the language was Sen. Price Daniel 
(D-Tex.), a thorough-going economic conservative but also a con- 
servative lawyer who just doesn’t know what people are talking 
about when they assert a right to “nullify” the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 

Even when it was tamed down, most southerners had no par- 
ticular enthusiasm for the manifesto. One Capitol Hill observer 
says that not more than three or four senatorial names would 
have been attached—James O. Eastland, Thurmond himself, 
possibly Harry Byrd, possibly one other—except for the George 
issue. 

But almost all southerners except those from Tennessee signed 
the thing to “save” George—and in the end George pulled out 
anyway. 

The manifesto didn’t “save” him. The vigorous Talmadge out- 
maneuvered him on other issues—his age, his alleged lack of con- 
cern for the farmers and other “little people” while concentrating 
on statesmanship and foreign aid, and the many other factors that 
often pile up against the veteran officeholder. 


The rest of the signers are still stuck with their manifesto. It 
didn’t say much except that the Supreme Court was wrong in its 
desegregation decision. There is no law against disagreeing with the 
Supreme Court and even resisting it by “all lawful means.” 

Yet the Democratic party would be in a happier position, coming 
up to the election, if George had made his decision earlier or if he 
had told his loyal colleagues not to endanger their party to salvage 
his personal position. 


x * *& 


PRES. EISENHOWER DEFENDS his so-called internal secu-| | 


rity program by saying it is the baby of Attorney-Gen. Herbert 
Brownell, Jr., to whom “White House doors were always open.” 
The plain fact is that even Brownell’s “doors” are not “open” to 
former Sen. Harry Cain, who wants the system’s abuses corrected. 

Cain said in a speech in Boston that on the Subversive Activities 
Control Board, which he has headed for three years, “we have 
found no spies or traitors, saboteurs or Communists in positions of 
trust.” 


“But the pitiful fact is that hundreds and hundreds of faithful 
public servants have been suspended.” They have no chance to 
face their accusers, the hearing boards are given no time limit for 
action, and even if they ever get their jobs back “their usefulness 
as citizens is largely over” because of their “anguish.” 

Cain last month asked Brownell for an appointment to discuss 
cases of injustice of which he has knowledge. No answer. Cain 
is treated as a pariah by other members of the Eisenhower “team” 
for crying out against abuses. And his only recourse is to make 
speech after speech, exposing case after case, while the President 
complacently says White House “doors are open” to Brownell. 
There’s no sign he is using them for decent purposes. 


Office Employes, 
Texas Co. Sign Pact 


Port Arthur, Tex.—A strike at 
the Texas Co.’s huge refinery here 
ended when members of Local 66 
of the Office Employes Union voted 
to accept a contract proposed by 
the company. , 

Frank E. Morton, OEIU inter- 
national representative, said the new 
contract provides for upgrading of 
60 of the 290 employes covered 
and reduces the seniority brackets 
from 18 to five. It also calls for 
automatic increases from a begin- 
hing rate of $300 a month to a 
maximum of $583. 

In addition, the contract provides 
for equal job opportunity and ad- 
justment of seniority inequities. 
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Morgan Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commenta- 
tor, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Morgan 
over the ABC network Monday through Friday 
at 7 p. m. EST.) 


HE “full picture” of our military defenses which 

Pres. Eisenhower asked us to wait for may be 
starting to come through but it is still blurred, like 
the image on a cantankerous television set. 

Are we, for instance, running an arms race. with 
the Soviet Union or aren’t 
we? Defense Sec. Wilson 
says not only that we’re 
not but we shouldn’t be. 
The fact is that we are 
running in order to stand 
still. For all its faults and 
deceptions, last summer’s 
summit conference at Ge- 
neva recognized a few 
facts of life. One was that 
Russia’ and the western 
powers were approaching 
a kind of equality in the 
power of destruction. 

Since nobody wanted to take responsibility for 
starting a war which could lead to the world’s extinc- 
tion, there emerged a tacit agreement not to destroy 
nuclear weapons but to keep the fuses on them unlit. 
But there is a big strain involved in trying to maintain 
the equilibrium of stalemate. Some scientific develop- 
ment, some refinement in technique is everlastingly 
tipping the balance toward one side of the table and 
there is a scramble from the other side to tip it back. 

One of our troubles in this giant pinball game is 
that we underestimated the Russians’ skill and we’ve 
got the “tilt” light flashing at us. Wilson warns we 
mustn’t try to play the game by Russian rules, that 


Vandercook Says: 


Morgan 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com-. 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen 
to Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at 10 p. m. EST.) 


HEN senior U.S. Army officers publicly said 
that our ground forces were inadequate, the 
Administration boasted of the Air Force. When Air 
Force Gen. LeMay said that our Air Force also left 
much to be desired, Pres. Eisenhower pointed proudly 
to the Navy. Then the Air 
Force’s chief of staff, Gen. 
Twining, told a Senate 
subcommittee that al- 
though the Navy’s air arm 
would undoubtedly be use- 
ful in time of war, the 
reach of that arm simply 
isn’t great enough to de- 
liver the knockout blows 
that can be dealt only by 
long-range, land-based 
‘PS bombers. In answer to a 
andercook direct question as to 
whether he thought our defensive strength is great 
enough to deter a possible enemy attack, Twining 
first paused; then called that a “very difficult” ques- 
tion—and finally replied: “I feel for this year the 
answer is yes.” 
Air Sec. Quarles then undertook to reassure the 
senators by telling them that we'll acquire around 80 


As We See It: 


XTENSION of the federal minimum wage to 9.5 
million American workers not now covered 
would give the economy a needed impetus, Stanley 
Ruttenberg, AFL-CIO director of research, declared 
on the AFL-CIO radio program “As We See It,” 
broadcast over the American Broadcasting Co. net- 
work, 

“Economic health and prosperity depends upon 
mass purchasing power. We can produce in plenty 
on the farms and in the factories, but we still lack 
power to consume surpluses completely,” said Phil 
Pearl, director of public relations, in introducing 
the program. 

“One way—perhaps the most effectivé way—to 
overcome that handicap is to eliminate substandard 
wages. If most American families earned enough to 
buy what they need, there would be a bigger market 
for farm and factory products.” 

Ruttenberg stressed the injustice as well as eco- 
nomic threat involved in paying millions of.workers 
50 and 75 cents an hour and Jess when the average 
wage is now. $2. 


Defense Picture Still Blurred 


if we insist on matching the Soviet defense program 
we will be letting the Russians cut the pattern of ours. 
But isn’t that precisely what we have done already, 
not just on the military side, but in the warfare of 


‘political and economic and even sociological ideas? 


What an incongruous picture! The world’s most 
industrialized and—so we like to think—civilized 
nation having to catch up with the Communists in 
bomber production and in idea production as well. 

kkk 


RES. EISENHOWER and Sec. Dulles emphasize 

that our foreign policy must be reoriented to give 
new attention, new importance to non-military ap- 
proaches to our problems abroad. 

Yet when the government’s foreign aid adminis- 
trator, John Hollister, goes before Congress to urge 
support of the Administration’s expanded program 
he falls back on the argument that military require- 
ments comprise the bulk of foreign aid spending. 
And indeed they do. But should the Administration 
be surprised, then, when its reasoning is challenged? 
“The Administration,” said Minnesota’s Sen. Hum- 
phrey, “speaks about the importance of meeting the 
Soviet economic offensive. Yet it is asking for more 
military, not for more economic aid.” 


It is not that our military defenses are unimpor- 
tant. They are vital. But too many people seem to 
think that when you talk about the non-military side 
of the picture you mean that military efforts should 
be sacrificed. Perhaps the Administration itself has 
not made this point clear enough. There are no 
happy, sure solutions to any of these problems. 


The fact that we underestimated what the Rus- 
sians could do in air power should be a lesson to us 
not only in developing the “full picture” of our mili- 
tary defenses but in developing the companion pic- 
ture of the non-military efforts that we must make if 
we are going to face the challenge that the change in 
Russian policy points up. 


Masters in Art of ‘Hedging’ 


more eight-jet intercontinental bombers to our lineup 
during the next 12 months. 
kk * 

QUARTET of probably the U. S. Senate’s least 

distinguished ornaments, McCarthy, Eastland, 
Bridges and Jenner, have raised their voices in-a shrill 
attack on the United States Supreme Court. Eastland 
and McCarthy called the nine justices “politicians 
instead of lawyers” who “don’t understand what they 
are doing.” What has particularly aroused these 
patriots, who have often before been impatient with 
legal processes, has been the high court’s recent ruling 
that makes the federal government the sole arbiter 
on cases of subversion. The four among ’em are cook- 
ing up a bill which they say would make it possible 
for Congress to restore to each state its right to pass 
its own anti-subversive laws, and write its own defini- 
tion of subversion; as for instance, any act of defi- 
ance of the Supreme Court. 

x * 


VERY announced reform in Russia underlines 
how much room there is for them. For example: 

the Soviet Union now proudly declaims that hence- 
forth workers in. the USSR will not be bound by the 
state in eternal serfdom to their appointed jobs. 
Those who quit without official permission, says 
Moscow, will no longer be prosecuted, as before. 
And a worker (if he wants to take a chance) can get 
official permission to change his occupation by giving 
two weeks’ notice. You get the impression somehow, 
though, that restlessness will still be frowned upon. 


Extend Minimum Pay—Aid Economy 


RES. JAMES A. SUFFRIDGE of the Retail 

Clerks declared that management claims that it 
could not afford to pay a minimum wage were not 
consistent with profits on investment of 12 percent 
and higher. 

Most of the 9.5 million for whom coverage is 
sought are in the retail trades, said Suffridge, none 
of them members of the Retail Clerks. He said there 
is no reason to exclude workers in large department 
and large chain stores, large hotels, and chain res- 
taurants. 

Family type establishments would be exluded, the 
Retail Clerks head pointed out. Other groups that 
need coverage, said Ruttenberg, are in the wholesale 
trade, laundry, drying cleaning and dyeing. 

Leadership by the Administration in following 
through on past promises. was urged by the speakers. 
Listeners were asked to write their senators to get 
Senate action, and their representatives to spur House 
Labor Committee hearings. 
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Rieve Took Pay Cut 
To Head Hoisery Unit 


Emil Rieve, the only president of the Textile Workers Union 
since it came into being in 1939, became the chairman of the union’s 
executive council in the closing moments of TWUA’s ninth biennial 


convention. 


Emil Rieve—the man who started at the top of the ladder— 


- surrendered his gavel to William? 


Pollock. 

He was never an organizer, never 
a business agent, never on a union 
payroll until he became president 
of the hosiery workers federation 
of the old United Textile Workers 
in 1929. 


Took $40 Pay Cut 

To take this office he had to take 
a cut of $40 a week from the $100 
a week he was getting as a hosiery 
knitter in Milwaukee—a town 
where employers didn’t recognize 
blacklists and a competent crafts- 
man could work at his trade with- 
out fear of reprisal. 

Emil Rieve was a man who could. 
take a strong union and make it a 
militant one in a day when unions 
were giving ground. He yielded 
to the demands of the employers in 
the hosiery industry for a wage cut, 
but not before he had countered 
their demands with the proposal— 
readily accepted—that the wages 
saved be put into modernizing 
equipment with the union having a 
right to audit the books to enforce 
compliance with his dictum. 

Today, again the master of the 
happy compromise, he fulfilled his 
decision of several months ago: To 
step aside from actual day-to-day 
leadership. 

His health—he said frankly— 
dictated his intention to let some- 
one else assume the burden of 
office. His eyes filled but his 
hand never faltered as he passed 
the gavel to his successor. 

His gesture was almost a bene- 
diction, an indication of the good 
will he feels towards those who will 
carry on those things he has 
launched. 


Dedicated to Creed 


A wheel had come full circle for 
the boy who came to this country 
from his native Warsaw at the age 
of 13 and joined his first union in 
1907. Like most converts to a 
new cause, he was fired with a zeal 
beyond the comprehension of other 
men. This was his country and 


build, to inspire, to dedicate anew. 

One of his intimates tells a story 
which sums up Emil Rieve’s dedica- 
tion to his adopted land and to his 
creed which was to build strong, 
lasting unions. It goes like this: 

The government was seeking to 
deport a union official who had 
been false to his trust, a man who 
stood condemned as a Communist 
and less than the leader he was 
chosen to be.. A union spokesman 
protested his deportation. 

Emil Rieve, veteran of a half 
dozen wartime boards, was never 
given to flag-waving. This was his 
country, he accepted it, welcomed 
it and never thought anyone would 
question it. But he had this to say 
to the remonstrant in a conversa- 
tion Rieve has surely forgotten: 

“I came to this country as a boy. 
I knew no one except my brother. 
He was married, with his own fam- 
ily and his own problems. As soon 
as I could I left his home to go to 
work on my own. Everywhere I 
worked I tried to build a union. 


Blacklisted Everywhere 


“I was blacklisted in every place 
there was a hosiery mill—Philadel- 
phia, Reading, Paterson, North- 
ampton. I can’t remember now 
how many mills fired me. 

“To be a citizen of the United 
States people have to swear — on 
their oath—that they have known 
you five years and that you are 
worthy of being a citizen. When 
you are blacklisted and have to 
move from place to place, then it 
is not easy to become a citizen. 

“But I didn’t rest, I couldn’t rest, 
until I had become a citizen. Now, 
I have known presidents of the 
United States, I have moved among 
the great people of my country. 

“This man—whom you defend— 
lived many years in New York. In 
all those years he never once sought 
out the chance to be a citizen of 
this country which offers all of us 
so much. 

“So don’t waste your time—or 


e 


the labor movement was his—to 


Carriers Doubt Sincerity 
Of Stop-Dog-Bite Drive 


Serious doubts about the sincerity of the Post Office Dept. to 


protect postmen from dog bites on their routes have been raised by 
Sec. Peter J. Cahill of the Letter Carriers. 


sympathy—on him.” 


“I would be surprised if the pres- 


ent postal administration is even 
interested in the problem, they have 
done so little else to help the injured 
letter carrier,” Cahill said. 

He rapped a postal press release 
announcing a “safety campaign” 
against dog bites as an attempt to 
put carriers “in a ridiculous light.” 


5,880 Mailmen Bitten 

The P. O. officials said that 5,880 
mailmen were bitten by dogs last 
year and 10 percent of the men 
were laid up for a day or more; 75 
percent required medical treatment. 

The officials came up with many 
schemes to safeguard the mailmen. 
Among the suggestions were sew- 
ing pockets into trouser legs for 
metal sheets, wrapping postmen’s 
legs in wire mesh leggings like those 
worn by hunters in snake-infested 
country, and making friends with 
the largest dog on the route and 
having this animal serve as a body- 
guard. 

Brands Ideas ‘Nonsense’ 

Cahill branded such ideas as 
“nonsense.” 

“They never consulted the union 
about these so-called safety meas- 
ures of theirs,” the NALC official 
said. “There are 67 women car- 


riers; how are they going to sew 
metal sheets in their trouser legs? 


“And where are postmen going 
to find time to make friends with 
the biggest dog on their routes. 
Under the present setup a carrier 
is not even permitted personal con- 
venience time along his route from 
early morning until mid-afternoon 
except for a bare lunch period. 
Working conditions have never 
been as bad for the men who carry 
the mails.” 


Meat Cutters Delay 
Merger Convention 


Chicago—The proposed merger 
convention scheduled for June 11 
in Cincinnati by the Meat Cutters 
and the Packinghouse Workers has 
been cancelled, Sec.-Treas. Patrick 
J. Gorman of the former union an- 
nounced. 

He attributed the cancellation to 
inability to reach final agreement on 
some phases of the merger, but said 
differences were expected to be set- 
tled in time to permit a unity con- 
vention in the fall. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
der the administration of the 
present NLRB, it is almost im- 
possible for any group of work- 
ers to organize without the con- 
sent of their employer. 

“You may think I am exagger- 
ating. I assure you I am not. 
If you will study the decisions of 
the NLRB in the last four years, 
as I have done, you will see that 
I am being conservative.” 


Rieve reviewed the talks aimed 
at merger of TWUA and the Unit- 
ed Textile Workers. To the pres- 
ent, he reported, “we have not been 
able to reach an agreement and it 
now appears that such an agree- 
ment is far in the future.” 


Problems Can Be Solved 


The efforts toward merger were 
recognized by AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany who told the con- 
vention he feels “the day will come 
when this division will be wiped out 
and we will have one textile union 
in the AFL-CIO.” 

Meany was introduced by Rieve 
who declared: “His is the voice of 
the American labor movement. No 
other voice but his speaks for all 
of us.” 

Conceding that merger of the 
AFL and CIO brought problems, 
Meany said he was firmly con- 
vinced that none of these we face 
are insurmountable. “I am quite 
sure we are going to have more of 
them, I am quite sure that we are 
going to have inter-union quarrels 
from time to time that look bad, 
but I am also quite sure that we are 
not going to divide again,” he said. 

Meany rapped sponsors of right- 
to-work laws and demanded to see 
“what evidence is there to qualify 
either the National Association of 
Manufacturers or the Chamber of 
Commerce of the U. S. as being 
representative of the unorganized 
worker?” 

“I ask those organizations, where 
are their credentials? Under what 
circumstances can they point out 
that they represent the unorganized 
worker? And what is there in their 
record to show over the years that 
they have any concern for the gen- 
eral welfare of the unorganized 
workers or for that matter, any 
worker?” 


Mitchell, Douglas Speak 
Within the same afternoon the 
delegates heard Sec. of Labor 


James P. Mitchell defend his own 
and the Administration stand on 


minimum wage coverage and a 


CANADIAN DELEGATES Alberta Hogan (left) of Local 728 
1060, Guelph, listen with interest to proceedings at the Textile Workers’ convention. Hamilton and 
Guelph are in Ontario—western Ontario, of course. 


Textile Workers Vote Rieve Post 
As Executive Council Chairman 


scathing attack on those stands by 
Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-III). 

Mitchell, Douglas said, had been 
scheduled to appear before his La- 
bor subcommittee that very morn- 
ing but asked that his appointment 
be postponed for one week. The 
government official told the conven- 
tion he will urge expanded cover- 
age of the minimum wage law 
when he testifies. He blamed the 
Democratic majority in Congress 
for the failure to pass favorable 
labor legislation. 

Douglas, only an hour later, 
said this was “ungracious” of 
Mitchell. “We were ready to go 
ahead with expansion of cover- 
age but thus far the Administra- 
tion has refused to act. I only 
hope that you have had an ef- 
fect upon the Secretary this af- 
ternoon, so that he is given a 
little bit more courage to deal 
with his fellow Cabinet members 
and with the gentleman at 1600 
Pennsylvania avenue.” 

Douglas rapped the “deviousness 
of the operators” in the Adminis- 
tration and “their pretension that 
they are doing something when 
they are really not doing anything, 
or are moving in the opposite direc- 
tion. .. . They are for it in the big 
print and then they take it away in 
the fine print.” 

The senator said he was remind- 
ed of what an English politician 
once said about Gladstone. 

“He said, ‘I don’t mind Mr. 
Gladstone having all the aces in the 
deck up his sleeve, but what I do 
mind is his behaving as though the 
Lord put them there.’ 

“That is one of my chief objec- 
tions to this Administration—the 
air of unctuousness with which they 
will sabotage good causes while giv- 
ing verbal adherence to them.” 


Sees Peace in Labor 

Pres. Claude Jodoin of the new- 
ly formed Canadian Labor Con- 
gress told the convention there is 
no war-mongering in countries 
where free trade unions are recog- 
nized. 

“It comes from countries, and it 
came in the past, from countries 
that were under dictatorship. It 
may come from the extreme Fascist 
right or the extreme Communist 
left. We believe that once free 
trade unions are recognized every- 
where including the USSR that it 
will be the establishment of a per- 
manent peace as far as the world 
is concerned.” 

Delegates from many states met 
with their congressmen and sena- 
tors at breakfast sessions and 
pressed for liberal legislation. 

The problems of organizing were 


* Oe: ee ras 
, Hamilton, and Catherine Girling, Local 


dramatized in a sketch presented 
by workers from mills north and 
south who had lived through dra- 
matic moments in the last two 
years 


COPE Plans 
Pinpointing of 
Vote Reeords 


New York—Fifteen million AFL- 
CIO members will, before election 
day, each receive a printed bro- 
chure giving the voting record of 
their representatives and senators 
by states. 

A Wisconsin auto worker will 
receive a pamphlet listing the rec- 
ords only of Wisconsin representa- 
tives in Congress; a New Hamp- 
shire electrician will receive a 
similar record but only covering the 
representatives in Congress from 
New Hampshire. 

The pamphlet will be published 
under the auspices of the Commit- 
tee on Political Education, accord: 
ing to Co-Director James L. Me- 
Devitt. He made the announcement 
at the 14th triennial convention 
here of Intl. Jewelry Workers 
Union, now celebrating its 40th 
anniversary. 


Replies to Charges 

This will be one of COPE’s most 
important ventures since its found- 
ing as an AFL-CIO committee, ac- 
cording to McDevitt. 

Replying to charges that the $1 
campaign for COPE had any com- 
pulsory aspects, McDevitt said that 
“not a single union wouldn’t readily 
return that $1 if anyone objected to 
the way it was being spent.” 

“We want only voluntary par- 
ticipation,” he said. “Where there 
is compulsion, we won’t accept a 
nickel from anyone who says s0. 
To do that would be contrary to 
the principles we advocate.” 


Officers Re-elected 

The 150 Jewelry Union dele- 
gates, representing almost 30,000 
members, passed resolutions urging 
the U.S. Treasury to exempt pur- 
chases of jewelry up to $50 from 
the 20 per cent luxury tax and the 
prevention of imports of foreign 
goods affecting the jewelry industry. 

The convention hailed the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision banning 
school segregation and, in another 


resolution, called for repeal of the 


McCarran-Walter Act. 

Officers re-elected were Joseph 
Morris, president since 1947; Hy- 
man Powell, secretary; Harry Spo- 
dicek and William G. Serota, vice 
presidents. 
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convention in 1953 in extending 
the 35-hour workweek to 97 per- 
cent of the industry under contract, 
and pushing forward to new record 
highs the jointly administered health 
and welfare funds, the retirement 
plans, the health centers and its 
new, successful venture into co- 
operative housing in New York 


ILGWU Pres. David Dubin- 
sky signalled the new drive in the 
unorganized areas and the new 
Jeadership coming to the top in 
the union with a warm, personal 
introduction .of Elmer Kehrer, 
the union’s Southeast director, 
who spelled out the problems of 
organizing and servicing locals 
in the South. 

But Dubinsky warned that ex- 
tension of the 35-hour week and 
especially the overtime and mini- 
mum pay problems, along with the 
job of obtaining severence pay for 
workers whose jobs are eliminated 
by geographical shifts in the indus- 
try, must be consolidated by the 
next Convention. 

On the convention floor it was 


2 


Garment Union Maps 
New Organizing Drive 


racketeering is eliminated from the 
ranks of the trade union movement. 
I can assure you that to whatever 
extent it is possible for the national 
office of the AFL-CIO to bring this 
about, we will do our part.” 

In introducing Meany to the con- 
vention, Dubinsky noted that the 
ILGWU had its differences with 
AFL leadership in the past but that 
always the president of the AFL, 
and now the president of the AFL- 
CIO, was the spokesman of the 
labor movement in the United 
States and would continue to be so 
as far as the ILGWU was con- 
cerned. 

Meany assailed the new Com- 
munist front drive for ,a united 
front and scored the “smile” cam- 
paign, warning that only when the 
Soviets empty out, their slave labor 
camps and restore some semblance 
of freedom and dignity can the rest 
of the world consider them suitable 
neighbors. 

He scored also the French role 
in Algeria and the use of 400,000 
troops to “restore order.” He sin- 
gled out the French barring of 
Irving Brown, AFL-CIO representa- 
tive on an Intl. Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions Commission, 
from Algeria, adding that the ac- 
tion constituted “a badge of honor” 
that Brown can be proud of for the 
rest of his life. 


Potofsky Is Delegate 


Potofsky, appearing as a frater- 
nal delegate from the ACWA for 
the first time in 22 years, hailed the 


WE’LL CARRY UNIONISM to 
the unorganized, ILGWU Pres. 
David Dubinsky told the 1,100 
delegates in a fighting speech fol- 
lowing presentation of the organ- 
izing report to the convention. 


strongly evident that the united 
labor movement formed in Decem- 
ber 1955, in New York City had 
touched off a new determination to 
bring the union to the unorganized. 


Delegates Hail Meany 

The noisiest and longest ovations 
of the convention went to AFL- 
ClO Pres. George Meany, hailed 
by Dubinsky as the major architect 
of labor unity, and Jacob S. Potof- 
sky, president of the Amalgamated 
Clothings Workers, sister needle 
trades union. 

AFL-CIO Sec. Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler also received warm greet- 
ings when he praised the union for 
its detailed financial reporting and 
its constant vigil against “crooks 
and Communists.” The “tiny group 
of malefactors who prey upon the 
trade union movement cannot be 
tolerated in our ranks,” he de- 
Clared. 

Meany told the delegates the 
“gloom-mongers” worrying about 
the future of the merged labor 
movement can lay their worries 
aside. There will be problems to 
be ironed out, he noted, but that 
despite some tensions and internal 
problems “we will not divide again.” 

Turning to the problem of the 
growth of the labor movement, 
Meany declared “the bigger our 
unions, the more organized work- 
ers brought into the fold, the 
bigger is our responsibility to the 
community as a whole.” 

That responsibility, he added 
Means that “we must see to it that 
the small minority who indulge in 
What is commonly characterized as 


great progress achieved by the 
| ILGWU and pointed out the sim- 
| ilarities of the problems faced by 
| both unions and their similar ap- 
| proaches to both trade union and 
| social problems. 

He pledged that “we need not 
wait for any formalities in order 
to work together for the best in- 
terests of our membership and 
for the entire labor movement 
+ « « e I pledge to continue our 
friendly relations and coopera- 
tion and I have come here per- 
sonally to cement the bonds of 
friendship and fraternity.” 

The biggest assets that both un- 
ions have in common, he told the 
cheering delegates, “are not the 
hundreds of millions that we con- 
trol as trustees but the spirituality, 
the deep devotion of our people, 
the consecration to an ideal, that 
our leaders before us and that we, 
in some small measure, try to in- 
culcate into those who have come 
in later.” 

The convention adopted a po- 
litical action report calling for an 
intensified campaign to raise volun- 
tary contributions for the 1956 
election to insure a “liberal vic- 
tory.” 


Female Odyssey 
Keeps Union Busy 


Atlantic City, N. J.—Turn- 
over among members of the 
Intl. Ladies Garment Work- 
ers Union poses a major or- 
ganizing problem for the un- 
ion, 80 percent of whose 
members are women. 

ILGWU Pres. David Du- 
binsky detailed some of the 
problems posed by the turn- 
over thusly: 

“They get married. They 
give birth. They leave the 
shops. They get divorced. 
They come back. They leave. 
The child grows up. They 
come back.” 

To keep the membership 
growing under these circum- 
stances, he added, the union 
had to organize hundreds of 
thousands of new members. 
Concluded Dubinsky: “What 
a tremendous task this has 
been!” 


HEROINE at Intl. Ladies’ Garment Workers’ convention was Eve- 
lyn Hindman, chairlady of Local 408, Fayetteville, Tenn., who has 
been arrested as many as seven times in one day on trumped-up 
charges growing out of the union’s strike against the Serbin Co. 


The report scored the Eisen- 
hower Administration for its 
favoritism to big business and its 
“stark neglect of the people’s 
needs.” 

These needs, it added have still 
to be met because “one-fifth of the 
nation is ill-fed, ill-clothed and 
ill-housed—some thirty million peo- 
ple in families with an annual in- 
come of less than $2,000 a year. 
They are the forgotten men of this 
generation.” 

Schnitzler underscored the politi- 


-cal action report with a sharp at- 


tack on “middle-of-the-road” poli- 
cies. In political life, he com- 
mented, “we ought to stay on our 
own side of the road. The fellow 
who sticks to the middle—the fel- 
low who straddles the fence, or the 
white line—is the fellow who blocks 
progress.” 

In politics, he added, the man in 
the middle of the road is “the man 
who is trying to be all things to all 
people; the man who is afraid to 
take a forthright position.” 

Randolph Speaker 

The delegates heard also from 
A. Philip Randolph, president of 
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters, who warned that the White 
Citizens Councils represent a threat 
to civil rights and the growth of 
the free trade union movement. 

He warned that “because neither 
the Democrats nor the Republican 
party has done anything to pass 
civil rights legislation in over 66 
years, the Negro is uncommitted 
politically.” 

“He will remain uncommitted 
until he sees something in the fu- 


ture of either party which will|; 
hasten and assure effective civil |} 


rights legislation,” he added. 

His warning came after New 
York Gov. Averell Harriman had 
called on the Democratic party 
to take on the zealot’s role in 
pushing for civil rights and so- 
cial welfare legislation, that “this 
isa time when only zeal, not 
moderation, can win the fight 
against intolerance, and only the 
zealot fighting for equality can 
win against the bigot standing for 
oppression and discrimination.” 

Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-Ill) 
praised the union for its excellent 
handling of its health, welfare and 
retirement funds. He urged em- 
ployers and insurance companies 
to endorse his recent proposals for 
full disclosure of all welfare fund 
figures. 

On extension of minimum wage 
coverage, the Illinois Democrat 
noted that Labor Sec. Mitchell last 
year had reversed his position on 


he said, “but he is so hedged in 
with reactionaries that he finds it 
hard to move.” 
Mitchell, who addressed the con- 
vention two days later, replied 
to the Douglas comment, declaring 
he considered the Administration 
“good company” and was “proud 
to be part of that company.” 
Dubinsky praised Mitchell for 
his efforts to secure the $1 mini- 
mum wage last year and for his 
appointment of Newell Brown as 
wage-hour administrator. 
The ILGWU president noted that 
at the time of the Brown appoint- 
ment labor protested, but that on 
the basis of the record to date the 
appointment has been a good one. 
Dubinsky said the union will sup- 
port good Democrats and liberal 
Republicans and that he considered 
Mitchell fell into the latter category. 


Mitchell Backs ILO 


Mitchell pledged anew support 
for the Intl. Labor Organization 
and a convention to outlaw the 
use of forced labor. He deplored 
the efforts of “some employers” 
who are seeking to have the U.S. 
pull out of the ILO. 


Pres. Eisenhower, in a telegram 
of greetings to the convention, ap- 
plauded the union’s “long record of 
integrity, its outstanding contribu- 
tion to the well being of American 
wage earners, its support of hu- 
manitarian causes. The nation as 
a whole has benefited from the 
activities of such unions.” 


Funds Report 
Finds ILGWU 


‘Rich & Poor’ 


Atlantic City, N. J—The Intl. 


Ladies Garment Workers Union is 
in the unique position of control- 


ling about $168 million in health, 


welfare and retirement funds and 


reporting an operating deficit of 
$124,000 for the year ending Mar. 
31, 1956. 


$48 Million Assets 

Not that the union ‘is in a finane 
cial hole. The assets of the Inter- 
national and all its affiliates total 
about $48 million. But the sharp 
in¢rease in all operational expenses, 
especially organizing, resulted in 
the deficit. - 

The health, welfare and retire- 
ment funds.cannot be used for un- 
ion purposes; they are earmarked 
specificially for the purposes men- 
tioned. Since the last ILGWU con- 
vention in 1953 these funds have 
increased by about $56 million. 

Contributions Listed 

The unique triennial financial 
report, which lists the assets and 
funds of every local and joint 
board along with the International, 
showed also that voluntary contri- 
butions for political purposes have 
totaled $1.2 million since 1944, and 
that there is on hand a balance of 
$288,000 that can be used in the 
1956 campaign. 

The union and all its affiliates 
contributed $4.5 million between 
1953 and 1956 to domestic and 
international labor and_ political 
causes, not including individual 
member contributions to commu- 
nity chests and other local appeals. 


Plumbers Contest 
At Purdue Aug. 6 


Lafayette, Ind.—The third an- 
nual apprenticeship contest of the 
Plumbers and Pipefitters will be 
held at Purdue University here dur- 
ing the week of Aug. 6. 

The contest will be the finals of 
local, state and Canadian provincial 
eliminations, according to Union 
Pres. Peter T. Schoemann. Awards 
will be made at the union’s conven- 
tion in Kansas City, Mo., the fol- 
lowing week. 

The annual program of training 
for journeymen instructors of class- 
es in technical aspects of the trade 
will be held in conjunction with 


the contest. 


TREMENDOUS OVATION GREETED AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany when he addressed the ILGWU convention, and at the con- 
clusion of his speech. ILGWU Pres. David Dubinsky pledged his 
union’s all-out support to cement and strengthen the merger. He is 
presenting Meany with a gift for Mrs. Meany, a former member of 


extended coverage and hoped that 
this year the Administration would 
have a clear position. 

“I think the Secretary of Labor 
is a decent chap and he would like 


to be a good Secretary of Labor,”| the garment workers union. 
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Labor Makes Donation 
To UN Refugee Fund 


The first in a series of contributions from the AFL-CIO and its 
affiliated unions to the special United Nations refugee fund was 
turned over to the UN high commissioner for refugees by AFL-CIO 


Pres. George Meany. 
A check for $2,000, voted by 


> 
Ww 


the AFL-CIO Executive Council 


as a “token” of organized labor’s 
sympathy and support for the quar- 
ter of a million refugees from 
tyranny who are under UN care, 
was accepted by UN High Com- 
missioner G. J. van Héuven Goed- 
hart at.a special AFL-CIO luncheon 
in his honor at the Mayflower 
Hotel, Washington. 


Spirit Encouraging 

Dr. van Heuven Goedhart, who 
was awarded the Nobel peace prize 
in 1955, told the group that the 
spirit behind the AFL-CIO gift was 
“one of the most encouraging things 
I've encountered” in efforts to raise 
funds to finance the UN refugee 
program. He noted that govern- 
ments pledged to support the work 
were over $1 million short in pay- 
ments last year. 


“I’ve found that the peoples of 
the world are much better than their 
governments in meeting problems 
of this kind,” he said. “When you 
talk to the ordinary people, there is 
always a terrific response.” 

The UN refugee fund is now try- 
ing to raise $16 million over the 
next four years to carry out its’ pri- 
mary aim of rehabilitating the 
65,000 people now in _ refugee 
camps. It will use this money for 
language and vocational training 
and the relocation of the 20 percent 
who are expected to be permitted 
to settle in new lands under world 
immigration quotas. 

Pledges Labor Aid 

Approximately 80 percent of the 
refugees, van Heuven Goedhart 
said, must be integrated into the 
life of the nations where they are 
now located, due to immigration 
barriers. He said most of the ref- 
ugees are fugitives from behind 
the Iron Curtain now in camps in 
Austria, Italy and Greece. 

In presenting the check on be- 
half of the AFL-CIO, Meany said 
that organized labor is “very sym- 


pathetic” to the work which the 
UN refugee fund is doing. 

The UN high commissioner cited 
some of the sacrifices made by ref- 
ugees who have left Iron Curtain 
countries to escape persecution for 
their religious and democratic be- 
liefs. 

“Freedom isn’t lost as long as 
you can find people like these,” he | 
declared. 


Study Deals 
With Labor 
Education 


“Labor Education,” a study deal- 
ing with the needs, programs and 
approaches in the field of workers’ 


education, and suggesting how un- 
ions and universities can work to- 
gether, has just been published by 
the Inter-University Labor Educa- 
tion Committee. 

The report, directed by Joseph 
Mire, the committee’s executive sec- 
retary, was financed by a grant 
from the Fund for Adult Education. 

Nearly 50 unions have educa- 
tion departments at national head- 
quarters, the study states in a chap- 
ter on trade union educational ac- 
tivities. 

An Advisory Committee com- 
posed of four union and four uni- 
versity representatives assisted in 
preparing the report. Labor mem- 
bers were AFL-CIO Natl. Educa- 
tion Dir. John Connors; his assist- 
ant George - Guernsey; Education 
Dir. Jules Pagano, Communication 
Workers; and Education Dir. Otto 
Pragan, Intl. Chemical Workers. 

Those interested may secure a 
free copy of the paper-bound study 
by writing to the Inter-University 
Labor Education Committee, 1303 


University Ave., Madison, Wis. 


A CHECK FOR $2,000, presented by the AFL-CIO to the United Nations Refugee Fund, is en- 


dorsed by Dr. G. J. van Heuven Goedhart, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (left), at AFL- 
CIO luncheon in his honor. _ Offering their pens for the ceremony are, in the usual order, AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany, Sec. Joseph D. Keenan of the Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and Pres. 


James B. Carey of the International Union of Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers. 


Carey are both members of the 


AFL-CIO Executive Council. 


Keenan and 


Auto Workers Turn Down 
Invitation From Poland 


Detroit—The Auto Workers 


have “emphatically” rejected an 


invitation to send a three-man delegation to Poland for a two or 
three-week visit in July as guests of the Voivodship Trade Union 


>> 


Council. 

“It is the unanimous decision of 
our international executive board 
that to have any relationship with 
your organization, which is an 
agent of the Communist state, 
would lend it respectability and 
would tend to perpetuate this fraud 
upon the workers of Poland,” wrote 
UAW Pres. Walter P. Reuther and 
Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazey. 


Letter to Wozniak 
In a letter to Stanislaw Wozniak, 
chairman of the Warsaw group, 
they recalled that American work- 
ers share a strong feeling of friend- 
ship and sympathy for workers in 
countries behind the Iron Curtain. 
“We realize,” the two wrote, 


3 


“4% 


MOMENT OF RELIEF comes Lillian Evans (left) shakes a pebble from the shoe 


va 


of Connie 


Thomas, who relaxes under huge umbrella used by Awning, Display Decorators and Metal Erectors 
to call attention to a strike against an awning company in Detroit. 


“that the workers in the Soviet Un- 
ion, in Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
the other satellite nations have 
borne the brunt of exploitation, op- 
pression and brutality inflicted 
upon them by a ruthless, totalitar- 
ian dictatorship. 

“We hope that the day will come 
when these workers can in truth 
take their rightful place in the fam- 
ily of a united free world labor 
movement, when the workers now 
under Soviet domination will be 
able to enjoy the basic human free- 
doms that workers who make up 
the membership of our union and 
other free unions enjoy.” 


Secret Meeting 
Reuther and Mazey noted that 
the invitation came on the heels of 
a secret meeting of the Communist- 


dominated World Federation of 

Trade Unions’ automotive depart- 

ment in Paris last February. 
They continued: 


“Your invitation, we presume, 
is intended to implement the deci- 
sions of your ‘post-Stalin’ confer- 
ence, which established as its ob- 
jective broadening the contacts of 
the so-called trade union organiza- 
tions in Soviet controlled areas 
with the free and democratic trade 
/union forces throughout the 
world.” 

The UAW has many ties with 
the workers of other free countries, 
the letter pointed out, citing the 
Intl. Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions and the Intl. Metalworkers 
| Federation. 

Denied Rights 
These workers, the letter said, 
| live in countries which permit “the 
| full exercise of labor’s basic right 
—the right of collective bargaining 
supported by the right to strike.” 

Workers in Poland and other 
satellite countries are denied this 
right, Reuther and Mazey asserted. 
Instead, they have been forced to 
suffer “indignities” from the Soviet 
dictatorship and the political pup- 
pets who head the satellite nations. 

“You and your associates in the 
Communist-dominated unions of 
Poland, like the leaders of the so- 
called trade unions of the Soviet 
Union,” they charged, “are active 
collaborators in perpetrating these 
crimes and acts of oppression 
against the people of your country.” 


Holland Asks 
Scholarships 
For Engineers 


Rep. Elmer J. Holland (D-Pa.) 
filed as his first bill in Congress a 
comprehensive proposal to over- 
come the shortage of engineers and 
technicians in America. 

Alarmed by authentic reports 
that the Soviet Union is outstrip- 
ping the U. S. in training engineers 
and technicians, Holland proposed 
that each member of the House be 
allowed to grant 30 engineering 
scholarships a year to outstanding 
high school graduates. : 


13,000 More Students 

The Pennsylvania legislator, suc- 
cessor to the late Rep. Vera 
Buchanan in the House, said his 
bill would provide 13,000 addi- 
tional college engineering students 
a year. 

Selected on the basis of competi- 
tive examinations, each student 
would receive tuition plus a living 
allowance of $100 a month during 
the school year. Colleges would 
receive the full cost of educating 


each student, not just the tuition. © 


The Holland bill, an amendment 
to the 1950 National Science Foun- 
dation Act, would also deal with 
the shortage of qualified high school 
teachers in the physical sciences. 


National Problem 


Under the program a graduate 


engineer could qualify for three 
years of graduate training if he 


would first spend three years teach- 


ing at a secondary school. 

Holland based his bill on sugges- 
tions made to him by the deans of 
engineering schools. 

The shortage of engineers “is a 
national problem,” he said, and 
“only the federal government has 
the resources and prestige required 
for adequate action.” 


Officers of 23 More 
Locals Subscribe 


Lansing, Mich.—Reg. Dir. Ed- 
ward T. Donahue of the former 
AFL Auto Workers, now renamed 
Allied Industrial Workers of Amer- 
ica, has signed up the officers of 23 
more of the locals in his region as 
AFL-CIO NEWS subscribers in the 
last month. 

Donahue started with 11 sub- 
scriptions for his regional people 
last summer, but this spring, with 
the expansion of the paper into the 
AFL-CIO NEWS, he went into 
high gear and has signed up 424 


subscribers since March 
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iennial convention here. 


urniture Union Shows 


Big Membership Gain 


South Bend, Ind.—The United Furniture Workers of America has 
tained recognition at 87 plants employing nearly 10,000 workers 
, the past two years, Pres. Morris Pizer and Sec.-Treas. Fred Ful- 
od reported to the 250 delegates —— the union’s ninth 


They also reported that “our or-4 
paizing activity in 1955 was at an 
dime high and we organized 
nore Unorganized workers than in 
sy other past year of our inter- 
stional union.” 

On the question of merger ‘of the 
ions Operating in the furniture 
dustry, the UFWA officers re- 
wrted that conferences had been 
yid with the Carpenters, Uphol- 
yerers and Woodworkers, but that 

p to the present time no definite 
program has been worked out.” 
They recommended that talks be 
ontinued to attain “the goal of one 
ynified and democratic organization 
f all furniture workers.” 

Schnitzler Speaker 

AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Kchnitzler told the convention that 
Republican congressional leaders, 
iter a White House visit, forecast 
,jjournment no later than July 15. 

“That gives us two months to 
work for the achievement of a vast 
dy of legislative necessities which 
ave, to date, been shoved onto the 
ar shelf of the congressional pee: 
wy,” Schnitzler declared. 

“The amount of legislation sitet 
he 84th Congress has so far failed 
» act upon is staggering.” 

He advised a look at the record 
because “it won’t be promises 
that will guide voters’ thinking 
and voting. It will be the record 
of action or of inaction.” 
Schnitzler asked what members 
of Congress are “going to say to 
te parents of this country if this 

«sion adjourns without passage of 
he school construction bill?”. 

He urged extended coverage of 
fhe minimum Wage-law,-improved 
weial seed we of the tax 
yructure * at ehensive 
housing prografn. 


Discusses Potentials 

AFL-CIO Dir. of Organization 
John W. Livingston discussed the 
immense organizational potentials 
in the labor force in general and in 
the furniture industry in particular, 
He stated that he is making an ef- 
fort to develop an organizational 
wogram for the furniture industry 
n the Carolinas with the coopera- 
lon of all the unions involved. 
James B. Carey, president of the 
‘ectrical and machine workers, 
teviewed the recent struggles of his 


said that the same kind of spirit 
was exemplified in those struggles 
and in the efforts of UFWA to or- 
ganize its industry. He urged the 
delegates “to hold the mantle of 
leadership high” by keeping faith 
‘with their ideals and aspirations as 
citizens and trade unionists. 


Al Barkan, assistant director of 
COPE, delivered a sharp attack on 


charging that it had broken its 
promises to every segment of the 


administrations” in recent times and 
urged the delegates to work to raise 
money for COPE and to get mem- 
bers of their local unions to register 
and vote. 


Resolutions Adopted — 


Among resolutions adopted by 
the convention were the following: 

@A call for the repeal of the 
Taft-Hartley law and the state anti- 
union laws and endorsing Sen. 
Wayne Morse’s proposal for a full- 
dress investigation of the NLRB. 

® Support of a federal minimum 
wage of $1.25 and a statutory 35- 
hour week. 

© Endorsement of AFL-CIO stand 
on ethical practices in the labor 
movement coupled with a pledge of 
support of the efforts of the AFL- 
CIO ethical practices committee. 

@ An appeal to locals to support 
and help to expedite efforts to unite 
the industrial union councils to 
which they are affiliated with coun- 
terpart state and local federations. 

© Support of such major legisla- 
tion as the Lehman housing bill, 
the $400,000,000 bill to provide 
emergency school construction 
grants to states, and national health 
insurance. 

® Expression of support for His- 
tadrut and endorsement of the 
AFL-CIO council stand favoring 
sending defensive arms for Israel 
and taking other steps to maintain 
peace in the Middle East. 

It was reported to the convention 
that the 11.5-year-old UFW insur- 
ance fund has paid more than $11 
million in benefits to members and 
their families to date. It also was 
stated that the three-year-old UFW 
pension fund will start paying 
monthly benefits this year to mem- 


union in the electrical industry and 


bers who choose to retire. 


Canadian Labor Congress. 


eke, 


PRESIDENT of Sinaiies Soomareeel wy Railway Employes for 
79 years until his retirement two years ago, A. R. Mosher poses 
vith portrait painted for union headquarters in Ottawa. The veteran 
inionist is honorary president of both the CBRE and the new 


: Ate ; = 
the Eisenhower Administration, 


population. He also charged that}: 
it was one of “the most corrupt}: 


TEN THOUSAND NEW MEMBERS in two years was the gain reported to the Furniture Workers’ 
convention at South Bend., Ind., by Pres. Morris Pizer (right) just before he pinned a badge on 
AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F, Schnitzler. UFW Vice Pres. _—— DiCicco is standing at left. 


Public Power 
Advocates Win 
Niagara Bill 


Public power advocates won by 
an unexpectedly large margin when 
the Senate passed the Lehman bill 
to control development of the Niag- 
ara River electric potential. 
The bill, sponsored by Sen. Her- 
bert H. Lehman (D-N. Y.), author- 
izes New York state to build the 
power facilities but directs that 
power should be distributed accord- 
ing to the federal preference prece- 
dent giving priority in claims to 
rural co-ops and publicly owned 
utilities. 
Passed 48 to 39 

The bill passed, 48 to 39, on a 
roll call after the Senate had re- 
jected a motion by Sen. Prescott 
Bush (R-Conn.) to kill it by sending 
it back to committee. 
Sen. Irving M. Ives (R-N. Y,), 
backed by former Gov. Thomas E 
Dewey, led a fight on the prefer- 
ence clause. They were supported 
by the Eisenhower Administration 
and 33 out of 41 Senate Repub- 
licans. 

Thirty-nine Democrats wie for 
the bill, only six against it. 


Challenge Unanswered 

Ives offered no amendment to 
strike out the preference sections 
and no senator accepted Lehman's 
challenge to offer a substitute bill 
authorizing Niagara development 
by private utilities. 

Sen. Robert S. Kerr (D-Okla.) 
charged that opponents of the pref- 
erence sections really favored pri- 
vate development. 

The House three years ago passed 
a bill authorizing development by 
a combine of five private utilities 
but the bill died in the Senate. A 
public development bill is now 
pending in House committee. 


High Court Backs 


Autherine Lucy 


The Supreme Court upheld a 
lower court order requiring the 
University of Alabama to readmit 
Negro coed Autherine J. Lucy. 

Without a written opinion, the 
court rejected an appeal by the 
university, which expelled its first 
Negro student after riots broke out 
on its campus in Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
The university contended that U. S. 
Judge H. H. Grooms lacked au- 
thority to order it to admit Miss 
Lucy and any other qualified Ne- 


groes who apply. 


Theater Owners’ 
Idea Is ‘Fiction’ 


A spokesman for theater 
owners came up with a novel 
argument against extending 
coverage under the federal 
$1-an-hour minimum wage. 

Drive the theaters out of 
business, said Julian Brylaw- 
ski, and that would ruin the 
movie industry. And then 
America could no longer send 
to benighted peoples abroad 
those wonderful “pictures that 
show our prosperous stand- 
ards of living under our cap- 
italistic system of living.” 

Guess those pictures must 
not show any employes of 
theaters who have to sweat at 
wages lower than $1 an hour 


Civil Rights 
Rally Slated 
In New York 


New York—Labor’s answer to 
the growing threat of White Citi- 
zens Councils to union organiza- 
tions in the South will be given 
May 24 in Madison Square Garden. 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. A. Philip 
Randolph, president of the BSCP, 
is chairman of the sponsoring com- 
mittee. Vice Pres. Charles S. Zim- 
merman of the Ladies’ Garment 
Workers heads the labor commit- 
tee, and Mrs. Maida Springer, busi- 


to maintain the Hollywood fic- | |"€SS_ 2gent of the Dressmakers’ 

tion that everybody is “pros- Joint Board, and Benjamin F. Mc- 

perous.” Laurin, BSCP organizer, are co- 
ordinating the program. 
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Harriman Tosses Hat in Ring, 
Hammers Eisenhower ‘Failures’ 


By Willard Shelton 


Gov. Averell Harriman of New York jumped into an “active” fight for the Democratic presidential 
nomination by asking support from Wyoming and Montana convention delegates as the last state pri- 
maries neared in Florida and California. 

His name would go before the national convention “not as a (state) favorite son but as a candi- 
date,” Harriman said as he talked to Mountain States Democratic conventions. 

Slashing hard at Pres. Eisenhow- ®— 


Flood Insurance Bill 
Approved by Senate 


The Senate has passed and sent to the House a bill to provide up 
to $5 billion in direct federal insurance against flood damage to 
homes, businesses and other property. 

The bill went through by an overwhelming margin after Repub- 
licans successfully amended the committee version to provide that 


er as “directly and personally re- 
sponsible for the failures of his 
Administration,” Harriman also 
said, “If any of the good people of 
Wyoming want to support the gov- 
ernor of New York, I’d be mighty 
proud.” 


Oregon Democrats were sched- 
uled to vote May 18 in their state 
primary. Neither Adlai E. Steven- 
son of Illinois nor Sen. Estes Kefau- 
ver of Tennessee, hitherto consid- 
ered leading candidates, was - en- 
tered personally, but each cam- 
paigned vigorously for write-in 
votes. 

Harriman ‘Active’ 

Kefauver and Stevenson will tan- 
gle directly in the Florida primary 
May 29 and the California primary 
June 5. 

Overwhelming victory by either 
would project him, most observers 
think, into a favorable position in 
the nominating convention begin- 
ning Aug. 13. Defeat for either 
would probably turn into disaster. 


Harriman’s decision to race “ac- 
“tively” makes it almost certain that 
no candidate will enter the conven- 
tion with enough votes to assure a 
first-ballot nomination. 


The winner or winners in Flor- 
ida and California will hold, at 
least temporarily, 28 convention 
votes from the Southern states and 
68 from California. 


Harriman, however, will have 
most of New York’s powerful 98- 
vote delegation. Sen. Lyrdon John- 
son (D-Tex.) will control the big 
56-vote Texas delegation and is 
sure to pick up other Southern sup- 
port. 

The Missouri delegation, with 
38 votes, will nominate the state’s 
junior senator, Stuart Symington, 
as a serious candidate rather than 
a favorite son. 


A number of states will nominate 
governors or senators as favorite 
sons. 

There will be 1,372 votes in the 
convention with 687—a _ simple 
majority—needed to nominate. 

Pushed by De Sapio 

Harriman said immediately after 
his 1954 election as governor that 
he favored Stevenson for renomina- 
tion. His own candidacy, however, 
has been pushed by Carmine De 
Sapio, Tammany Hall leader, and 
State Democratic Chairman Mi- 
chael H. Prendergast. 

More recently the governor has 
said merely that he was an “in- 
active candidate.” 

He became “active” as he di- 


REA Lights 
Nation’s Farms 
In 20 Years 


Rural electrification celebrates its 
twentieth anniversary on Sunday, 


May 20, and one of the “fathers” 
of the movement, House Speaker 
Sam Rayburn (D-Tex.), will be 
principal guest of honor. 

The basic Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936 was signed by the late 
Pres. Franklin D. Roosevelt on 
May 20. 

More than $2.5 billion in elec- 
trification loans have been granted 
to rural cooperatives, and in the 20 
years more than. 90 percent of 
America’s farms have been elec- 
trified. 

The National Rural Electric Co- 
operative Association will lay the 
cornerstone of its new Washington 
building on May 20, anniversary 
day, and the chief speaker will be 
Rayburn, who sponsored the legis- 
lation in 1936 in the House. 

Sponsor in the Senate was the 
late Sen. George Norris (R-Neb.), 
who finally broke with his party 
and supported the Democratic 
presidential candidate Roosevelt in 
his election campaigns. 


rectly attacked Eisenhower and ap- 
pealed for convention votes. 

“The middle of the road is Ei- 
senhower’s trade mark. Let him 
keep it. It’s a front for inaction,” 
he declared. 

He blamed the President, not 
Agriculture Sec. Ezra Taft Benson, 
for. farm failures, and the Presi- 
dent, not Sec. John Foster Dulles, 
for “loss of prestige and leadership 
in the world.” 

Eisenhower has shown “lack of 
vision in building a better life for 
the families of America,” he 
charged. “He has given us small 
objectives where we need great ob- 
jectives.” 


federal and state governments, be- 


ginning in 1959, will divide the 40 
percent subsidy the bill provides. 
For three years the federal govern- 
ment will pay the entire subsidy. 

Policyholders who join the pro- 
gram will: pay premiums of at least 
60 percent of rates to be set by a 
new Federal Flood Insurance Ad- 
ministration. 

Sen. Herbert H. Lehman (D- 
N. Y.) steered the bill through and 
won unanimous Senate Banking 
Committee approval after he and 
Sen. Prescott Bush (R-Conn.) 
agreed on compromises between 
Lehman’s and the Administration 
program. 

The AFL-CIO strongly endorsed 
federal insurance against floods and 
other natural disasters for which 
private insurance is not now ob- 
tainable except at prohibitive pre- 
miums. 

Lehman Bill Broader 

The Lehman bill originally pro- 
vided for financing studies of fed- 
exal insurance against natural dis- 
asters other than floods. 

These features were dropped in 
return for a Republican agreement 
to raise the total authorized fund to 
$5 billion from the smaller sum 
proposed in the Bush Bill. 

The practical effect of the GOP 
amendment calling for states to 
share half the subsidy burden be- 
ginning in 1959 is deemed to be 
slight by observers. 

Most states would have to amend 
their constitutions to authorize par- 
ticipation. Legislative experts sug- 
gest they will not hurry to amend 
the constitutions so as to raise more 
state taxes to help support a system 
controlled by the federal govern- 
ment. 


e 


Passenger Train 
Fares in South Hiked 


Basic passenger train fares have 
been increased by 5 percent in the 
South following a similar boost ef- 
fective in other parts of the coun- 
try on May 1. 


SACKFULS FOR COPE were realized by Brotherhood of Longshoremen in St. Louis through collec- 
tion of pennies, nickels and dimes at every union meeting. Collections in 10 months through this 
method amount to four times sum received the year before. With the money bags, from left, are 
County COPE Chairman Glenn Six, waiting to take them away; John Bradley, Gus Schrader, St. Louis 
COPE Chairman Jerry Turner, Fred Larry and Andrew McDermott. 
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15 Million Families Live 
In Sub-standard Homes 


The AFL-CIO warned the House Banking Committee that 1 
million families live in homes that do not meet minimum standard 
of decency and asked a comprehensive housing program to “com 


plete the job” 
Wagner-Ellender-Taft law. 

In the meantime, the Senate 
Banking Committee reported favor- 
ably a bill generally in line with 
Administration requests except that 
Pres. Eisenhower’s proposed 35,000 
public housing units were boosted 
to 135,000. The President, even so, 


could drop this to 50,000 or raise}. 


it to 200,000. 

’ Testifying before the House unit, 
Boris Shishkin, AFL-CIO Housing 
Committee secretary, said that bills 
introduced by Rep. Frank Thomp- 
son (D-N. J.) and Irvin D. David- 
son (D-N. Y.) would authorize a 
“comprehensive program geared to 
today’s needs” and “come closest 
to meeting the nation’s require- 
ments.” 

Shishkin pointed out to the House 
committee that new housing starts 
are now running at an annual rate 
of 1.2 million units, down from 
1.3 million starts last year. 

Minimum Goal 

If we continue to build at such 
a rate, or even increase it slightly, 
“we will have in 1970, 17 million 
substandard units—two million 
more than the current number.” 

If the rate of construction is in- 
creased to two million units for five 
years and 2.4 million a year there- 
after, on the other hand, “we will 
have only five million substandard 
units in 1970,” he said. 

“This is the very minimum goal,” 
he added. “Anything less would 
mean that the U. S., the greatest 
and most prosperous nation, is un- 
able to build the houses needed to 
prevent a large proportion of fam- 


‘ilies from living in substandard 


housing.” 

Shishkin praised four features of 
one House bill sponsored by Rep. 
Albert Rains (D-Ala.), chairman of 
the House subcommittee, as “far 
superior” to the Administration pro- 
gram. 

These were: an increase in the 
permitted amount and length of 
home-improvement loans and a re- 
a section to 
promote ‘cooperative ‘housing; lib- 
eralization of government housing 
mortgage rules; and a section pro- 
moting housing for the aged. 

Widnall Bill Inadequate 

The comprehensive Thompson- 

Davidson bills, he testified, would 


still approach the problem more 
realistically. 


He pointed out that on the basis 
of population and the number of 


launched in the 1949® 


households, “private non-farm 


(home) construction was at a high 
level” in the Twenties than in the 
period since 1946. . 
The Eisenhower Administration 
bill, sponsored by Rep. William B, 
Widnall (R-N. J.), was denounced 
by Shishkin as “completely inadé 
quate.” 
He pointed out that it provided 
no help for medium-income famts 
ilies, asks only 35,000 public houp 
ing units, and proposes only 9 


“inthis 


99°C T-Foge, 


1a per ep. 


ie 


“tinker with a program that hag 
shown no signs of providing any 
appreciable volume of housing.” 


Greyhound 
Drivers Win 
New Contract 


Chicago—Wage increases, paid 
holidays for the first time and other® 
benefits for members of the Street q gee 
Railway and Bus Drivers Union 
are provided in a new contract with i 
four divisions of the Greyhound a 
Corp. 4 " 

Terms were announced by thé 
Federal Conciliation & Mediation 
Service and affect 3,000 employes 
in the U. S. and Canada. Most 
workers are employed by Overland 
Greyhound of Omaha and Great 
Lakes Greyhound of Detroit.% 
Other divisions covered are Riche 
mond Greyhound and Eastern Ca- 
nadian Greyhound Lines of Wind- 
sor, Ont. 

Hourly paid employes will get 
21 cent boosts in three steps undef 
the contract which runs from May 7m 
1, 1956, to Oct. 31, 1958, Bus Sim 
drivers paid mileage rates will get 
a cent-a-mile raise, also in three 
steps, 

The new pact establishes the 
principle of paid holidays in the 
bus industry. 
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